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Deˉʞ ˑˠɰˏndʟ,  

 I write this as the final preparations for our 

Remembrance and Reconciliation Festival are in full 

swing. Dozens (maybe even hundreds) of people 

have been involved in the creation of poppies, in wool 

and felt, to form our installation at the back of the 

Church.  

As with each Remembrance season, we remember 

the sacrifice of those lost in wars spanning the 

twentieth and twenty-first centuries, and those who 

continue to place themselves in danger for the safety 

of others.  

But this year, we use the centenary of the end of 

hostilities in the First World War to remember the act 

of reconciliation: the action that brought about peace 

ð albeit fragile ð in Europe, and the ongoing call as 

Christians to be people who seek peace and pursue the 

path of reconciliation ð however that is needed in our 

lives.  

As well as the idea of restoring friendly relations, as weõd 

see in the face of warring nations, the OED says that 

reconciliation is also ôthe action of making one view or 

belief compatible with anotherõ. Reconciliation is not just 

about being friendly but about reflecting a resolution of 

belief or views. It is, fundamentally, about a compatibility 

of understanding. Reconciliation cannot be anything other 
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òTo live in hearts we leave behind is not to die.ó 

Thomas Campbell, Hallowed Ground 

than finding friendship that is whole and unequivocally 

understanding. Reconciliation is about being tolerant, 

empathetic and accepting of the otherõs position ð in a 

spirit of friendship ð and finding a way to hold compatible 

ð rather than contradictory ð views.  

The difficulty of this acceptance and compatibility was 

illustrated for me recently when I heard someone say òIõm 

all for reconciliation, butéó. Reconciliation may not be 

easy ð it calls us to be open to the other and to be able to 

change our position to be compatible with one another. 

But the use of ôbutõ demonstrates that true reconciliation 

is a long way away ð true reconciliation is not about ôifs 

and butsõ.  

The Christian message of unconditional love is one of 

reconciliation ð it is the way by which the world is brought 

not only into friendly relationship with God, but is living a 

God shaped existence. Sin continues to break this 

relationship and mar the shape of Godõs presence in the 

world. Yet the love of God, shown through the 

outstretched arms of Christ on the Cross, demonstrates 

that the worldõs humanity is not only known to God but is 

unconditionally compatible with Godõs purposes for the 

world. We can be Godõs people living a God shaped 

existence if we commit ourselves to it.  

Blessings  
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This is a powerful story of love, war and remembrance, based on 

the First World War memoir by Vera Brittain, an independent 

young woman who abandoned her studies at Somerville College, 

Oxford, to become a war nurse. 

All profits from the Film Club are in aid of 

church funds and charitable works. 


