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 NEWSTAND is the church magazine of 

St Andrewõs United Reformed Church, Eastfield Avenue, 

Monkseaton, Whitley Bay. NE25 8LU 

Church Payphone: 0191 297 1184  

If you would like NEWSTAND in larger print 

please contact Carole Mallett or Tim Cooke.  

You can also download it from the website. 
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Deˉʞ ˑˠɰˏndʟ,  

  Back in April, we had a visit from Revõd 

Kevin Watson, Moderator of Yorkshire Synod and, at 

the time, Moderator of the General Assembly. He 

spoke with us about the challenge to shout ôGlory to 

God in the High Stõ ð with the need to be forever 

present in the context of the world around, not just on 

our terms, in our places of worship, or when it suited 

us.  

His visit coincided with the Grannyõs Attic Shop that 

St Andrewõs were holding in the centre of Whitley Bay 

and at the time many felt positive about his message 

feeling the Church was doing that. While the financial 

injection has been enough to balance St Andrewõs 

through the year, expressions of intent from a 

number of regular shop visitors are yet to translate 

into church attendance. 

But eight months on, with the shop a distant memory and 

with the frantic shopping period of Christmas looming, I 

wonder whether St Andrewõs is doing enough to have a 

presence in the High Street.  

At the time of year when Christmas is shown by mass 

spending, emphasised by ôBlack Fridayõ sales, God is a 

long way from the High Street. Christ ð the gift of 

Christmas ð came to a lowly girl and a carpenter who had 

to spend the night in a stable. But our shopping culture 
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A few Christmas one-liners 
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What do elves learn in school? 

The Elf-abet!  

emphasises the need to spend ever increasing sums to 

prop up our consumer environment. Never is Godõs 

presence in the High Street more needed than at this 

time of year ð being a counter cultural experience for 

people to approach God at Christmas and without 

needing to pay a penny.  

Last Christmas, Gary and I visited Berwick-upon-Tweed 

one day and found that Churches Together in Berwick 

had opened a shop called ôChristmas Presenceõ on the 

High Street. Everything they offered was free ð gift 

wrapping, tea and coffee, ômake your own tree 

decorationõ, childrenõs activities, quiet space ð and they 

shared information of their services and their Church 

activities. It was a true presence of Christ on the High 

Street, sharing God without cashing in from it, and 

offering something of Godõs love to the world that needs 

to see and experience it. 

As the Christmas consumer dash intensifies through 

December, it falls upon Christians to place Christ at the 

centre of our celebration and to share the story of our 

faith and the importance of the season. As we prepare for 

ôImmanuelõ ð God with us ð it falls upon us all to share 

the story of Godõs presence as we celebrate ôGlory to God 

in the Highestõ.  

Blessings,  
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Hugh Jackman 

leads an all-star 

cast in this 

musical which is 

filled with 

ôshowstopping 

performancesõ. 

Inspired by the 

story of P.T. 

Barnum, the film 

follows the 

visionary who 

rose from 

nothing to create 

a mesmerising 

spectacle.  


