
 

Newstand Lite 

A s you’ll know from previous editions of 

Newstand Lite we will be resuming 

services at the start of September. The 

efforts put in by the team in getting the 

church safe for us to return are something to 

be admired by all. I personally am looking 

forward to being able to deliver the service 

to those of you who aren’t able to attend in 

person, either via the Internet or CD/DVD. 

Please be sure to check details of the mid-

week service and time for private prayer, 

plus the extra information on the sheets 

included with this edition of Newstand Lite 

too. 

From October we will be returning to 

Newstand being delivered only to those 

with a subscription, though we hope to 

make copies available at Sunday services 

(these will be handed out and payment 

taken). If you have enjoyed Newstand, 

please do consider a subscription — 

contact Carole Mallett for details. Likewise if 

you would like to continue receiving 

Newstand by email, please contact Carole 

(0191 252 1723, carole.54@btinternet.com). 

It would also be appreciated if you could 

give feedback (via Ann, Ray, your Elder, 

Carole or myself) on whether you want to 

retain this style of Newstand or return to the 

previous A5 version and whether having a 

colour version is preferable to black and 

white. 

Whilst putting Newstand Lite together has 

not been too difficult with its shorter format 

and the regular contributions, getting back 

to the usual number of pages in Newstand 

will be more difficult without some 

additional material, so please do consider 

sending articles in. That includes those 

church groups who may be thinking about 

resuming activities to let people know their 

arrangements (but please check with the 

premises team first). If you have ever 

thought of being a sub-editor who could 

persuade people to contribute articles that 

may be of interest to readers, please get in 

touch too. 

Finally, on Andrew’s behalf, a Thank You to 

those who have sent cards to congratulate 

him on his GCSE results (and to Ann and Ray 

for letting people know!). For those not 

aware, Andrew got 8 Grade 9s and 2 

Grade 8s, which made him top in his school 

and puts him in the top 3% in the country in 

most subjects. Whilst his grades are 

outstanding, we're equally proud of his 

attitude towards the whole situation, his 

level headedness and his humility.  

Stay safe everyone, God is with us. 

Hopefully see you in church! 

Tim 

11th edition, 30 August 2020 

monkseatonurc 

http://standrewsmonkseatonurc.org.uk 

St. Andrew’s United Reformed Church 
Eastfield Avenue, Monkseaton, Whitley Bay, NE25 8LU 
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Please do send in your feedback, amusing stories, photos, poems, prayers, thank you notes, reflections, 

memories and anything else you think fitting to include in Newstand Lite. They can be emailed to 

standrewsnewstand@gmail.com or posted to Tim Cooke, 4, Kingfisher Way, Blyth, NE24 3QR 

Dear Friends at St Andrew’s, 

Thank you very much for all the cards, flowers  and messages, expressing sympathy 

with kind words, thoughts and prayers. 

They have been a great comfort to the family - Katie, Tom and Sarah and myself -

after Thomas’s sudden death earlier this month. 

I hope you are all keeping well, 

With love, 

Celia 

Bible Study — the four divisions of the Old Testament 

First you’ll need to remember the names of the four divisions or groups of the books of 

the Old Testament and then find those words in the grid. Each division is repeated 5 

times, so you may want to use a different colour pen to highlight each set! 
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Need a 

hint? 
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Books 

 

12 

Books 

 

5 

Books 

 

The rest 

 

 

Really 

stuck? 

Check 

page 6. 
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Minister’s Musings 

Dear Friends,  

I t is with a mix of excitement and 

trepidation that I look forward to our first 

in-person worship gathering in September. I 

am away the first weekend but will be 

present to meet and greet on 13 

September and to lead worship 20 and 27 

September. Of course, as I have become 

accustomed to saying, everything can 

change between the day I write this and 

those dates. We are all getting better at 

making plans that we know 

may not come to fruition. 

The excitement is that I hope 

to see many of you – those 

for whom it is safe to attend 

– for the first time in more 

than five months. The 

trepidation is that it will be so 

different from our old normal 

that I don’t know what it will 

feel like. Like many I will miss 

handshakes, hugs, singing, 

chatting over tea or coffee and biscuits, 

and simply being together in a relaxed 

way. So it will be a mix of happy and sad, 

kind of like the whole of life. 

These times give us opportunities to flex our 

flexibility muscles. We are life-long learners. 

We are designed that way (thank God). 

When confronted with new experiences, 

new neural pathways and networks are 

created in our brains no matter our age. 

We are survivors and we are adapters. That 

does not mean that change comes without 

pain or discomfort. But we do get there. 

Given the ongoing risk of Covid-19 

infection, the elders and I are doing all we 

can to minimise the risk and to keep us all 

connected to each other and to our faith 

resources. We support each of you in your 

decision about when it is right for you to 

return to in-person worship. No venturing 

into a public space is risk-free and your well-

being is our priority. Only come back when 

you are ready. For those not coming back 

in September, we will endeavour to make 

sure you get some kind of copy (paper, 

electronic or online) of the service. And of 

course, please never hesitate to call your 

elder or a St Andrew’s friend for a chat.  We 

will be finding our way about the best way 

to do ministry in these circumstances. We 

might not get it right the first time, so speak 

up if you have a thought or concern. 

Thinking ahead, we do not know what the 

future holds for the economy or the 

coronavirus. We do not know how the 

wider community, nation 

and world will be impacted, 

or how we ourselves, our 

families or St Andrew’s will 

fare. We do not know what 

our resources for ministry will 

be, or how God might be 

calling us to respond. We 

are in limbo, in the midst of a 

huge transition, the endpoint 

of which we are blind to. The 

sea is stormy and 

unpredictable; it will test our 

boat.  

But this we do know: the people of God 

have been through as much and worse 

over millennia. In our Bible they leave us a 

road map about how to survive and adapt 

in challenging and catastrophic times. God 

is with us. And God will not give up on us. 

God will continue to call us as junior 

partners in the work of redeeming the times 

and the flourishing of life. And God will give 

us what we need to respond. 

So although I have excitement and 

trepidation about gathering in-person this 

coming month, I have no fear about the 

storm raging around and ahead. We are in 

this together. And we are not alone. We 

are never alone. Thanks be to God.  

In Christian love 

Carla 

“God is with us. 

And God will not 

give up on us.” 
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Transitional ministry report 

F rom September Carla will resume her half-time post with us. The Synod Pastoral 

Committee has agreed a six month post, to be reviewed as and when 

necessary. There needed to be an end date and it was not clear when that would 

be, so we will hold this end date lightly. 

During September Carla will be consulting with the Transition Support Group (Revd 

Joan Grindrod-Helmn, Revd Hilary Collinson, and Elder Ken Anderson from Morpeth), 

our Elders and our Transition Working Group to consider the shape of the work in 

these new circumstances. When the whole congregation is able to meet face to 

face we will complete the review of the first nine months of transitional ministry with 

its particular focus.  

In the meantime there are other transitions to navigate in the midst and wake of the 

Covid pandemic. We are living through extraordinary and challenging times. We 

have lost the old normal and the new normal will be under construction for some 

time. Once life settles we will have a better sense of our ministry resources and needs 

and what St Andrew’s will look for in a permanent minister.  

Mid-week Service 

and Private Prayer 

From Wednesday 9th September a short 

service of worship will be held each 

week, in the church, at 9.30 am.   

Following the service the church will 

remain open for private prayer until 11.00 

am. 

There is no need to pre-book for either of 

these but to meet the Covid-19 

requirements the following do apply to 

both: 

• Social distancing of 2 metres should 

be adhered to when approaching the 

church and inside. 

• Face coverings must be worn - masks 

will be available if required. 

• On entering the building you will be 

‘checked in’ and complete a 

‘Consent Form’ if you have not 

already done so. 

 

 

• Hand sanitiser should be used.  

• You will go straight into the church: 

• to the front for the 9.30 service 

• to the rear for private prayer. 

• At the end of the service or private 

prayer you will leave by the 

Woodleigh Road door. 

• There will be no coffee or socialising. 

• A toilet will be available for 

emergency use. 

If you require any further information, 

please get in touch. 

Ray 

annray@talktalk.net 

0191 2523319 

mailto:annray@talktalk.net
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Tuesday Prayers at 9.30 
Gathering Prayer 

Wherever we gather, Lord God You are there. 

Your presence makes every space a sacred 

space. May our prayers increase our 

awareness of You, knowing ourselves beloved 

of God. AMEN 

Prayer of Adoration  

Lord God, we come before You in humble 

adoration. You bless us and invite us to walk 

with You. You are always with us holding us in 

Your love and care. We praise and adore 

You.  AMEN 

Prayer of Confession 

Loving God, we so often fail to hear Your 

Word and go off on our own path, not 

wanting to see Your path especially if it looks 

rough. 

Forgive us Lord, and help us to follow You. 

Loving God, there are times when we are 

stumbling blocks to others and to ourselves; 

times when all we see are complications 

instead of just letting go and following You. 

Forgive us Lord, and help us to follow You. 

Loving God, help us to take one day at a 

time, lifting our eyes and seeing You. Keep us 

faithful, keep us hopeful; above all, O God, 

keep us going. 

In Jesus’ name.   AMEN 

Let us come together in the prayer Jesus 

taught His disciples: 

Our Father…For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving  

O God, we bring our thanks to You. In our 

darkness and questioning, in our relief and 

rejoicing may we be able to serve others,  

holding out hope for a world in fear. May we 

be aware of You walking beside us as we 

travel through these uncertain days,  bringing 

moments of Your grace and calm.  

Prayer of Intercession  

We pray for world leaders, that their eyes, and 

our eyes, may be opened to the need to find 

new ways forward where all are valued and 

all matter. 

We pray for all who live in fear today and for 

those whose fears have been realised, those 

who mourn loved ones, those who see no light 

of dawn after darkness.  

We pray too for those who have given up 

hoping for different or better. May we hold out 

hope and faith enough for the world and may 

we live in love.  

God, waken us to Your truth and light, to all 

the opportunities we have of emerging from 

darkness to make our world, our church and 

our neighbourhood places of hope that are 

realised in our serving You by serving one 

another.  

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, O God.  

We offer these prayers in the Name of Your 

Son our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. AMEN

      

Blessing 

Keep us faithful; 

keep us hopeful; 

above all, O God, 

keep us going. 

In Jesus’ name.   AMEN 

Submitted by the Hope 4 Team 
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Church Calendar for September 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning on September 9th, a short Act of Worship will be held in the church every 

Wednesday at 9.30 am, followed by an opportunity for private prayer 

between 10.00 and 11.00 am. 

Sunday    6 Morning worship; Mrs Valerie Taylor 11.00 am 

Thursday  10 Elders’ Meeting (via Zoom)   7.00 pm 

Friday  11 Executive Team Meeting 10.00 am 

Sunday  13 Morning Worship; Mrs Lucy Cooke 11.00 am 

Sunday  20 Morning Worship; Revd Dr Carla Grosch-Miller 11.00 am 

Sunday  27 Morning Worship; Revd Dr Carla Grosch-Miller 11.00 am 

To all of our friends at St Andrew’s, 

Rory and I would like to say a huge thank you for making our day so special. It truly 

was a magical day, which we will never forget.  

When I arrived at the church, I could feel all of the love and good wishes all around 

me, and it even moved me to tears.  

Thank you to Ray and Ann for all of the arrangements they made and Chris, Sue, Tim 

and Carole for their hard work behind the scenes, making sure our wedding was 

Covid safe for everyone.  

Two of the highlights of the service were Lucy singing Aaron’s Blessing and Ann 

(Sinclair)’s beautiful prayer.  

Since childhood I have always had a special love for Gordon Connacher and 

hoped that one day he would be able to be the minister for my wedding. Thankfully 

Gordon agreed, but he didn’t expect to 

have to do two services!  

To think that was only part one of our 

wedding, watch out St Andrew’s part 

two coming soon! Keep Saturday 10th 

July 2021 free, because we are hoping 

you will all come to our blessing and 

enjoy the tea and cakes at the church 

after the service.  

Our grateful thanks for all the good 

wishes, cards and gifts we received, we 

really are overwhelmed.  

Look out for part two! 

Love, Laura and Rory Wood xx 

The divisions are: Law, History, Wisdom & Prophecy 



 

7 

Precious Treasures 

N ot so long ago I mentioned how, 

during ‘lockdown’, I was going 

through paperwork finding all kinds of 

treasures.  I am still at it.  But I have also 

taken to re-framing pictures.  On the 31st 

July 2020 (please hold that date in your 

thoughts) I came across a very old framed 

picture dated 1944.  It had no glass in it…

never had as far as I could see, so the 

picture was very yellow with age.  But it 

wasn’t even a picture but a Citation 

presented to my Dad.  ‘By the King’s 

Order…on H.M.S Dulverton’.  My Dad 

received the Citation as he was mentioned 

in a Despatch for distinguished service.  I 

decided to reframe this and set about 

removing the frame but what a treasure 

underneath!  I found a sheet of folded 

newspaper.  The person framing the 

Citation had deliberately placed this 

underneath. What a find- a wonderful 

piece of history. The paper, The Bulletin and 

Scots Pictorial included all manner of news: 

“British Advance 4 ½ half miles 

from Caumont” 

“British tanks and infantry have advanced 

south more than four and a half miles from 

Caumont”, said a despatch from Doon 

Campbell, Reuter’s special correspondent.  

“The momentum of the advance has not 

slackened…The Germans being pushed 

back in spite of their efforts to dig their feet 

into the ground and hold.   

East of Caumont the advance is slower, but 

quite satisfactory.   

The British cages are filling with prisoners.”   

And:  

“Huns lose ‘Crack Divisions’ ” 

 

 

“The five-day American drive in West 

Normandy has badly chewed and 

probably destroyed most remnants of eight 

German divisions including four crack 

units”, it was disclosed by William Stringer, 

Reuter’s special correspondent. 

There was a report on two stokers, both 

peace time lorry drivers, saving two loaded 

ammunition barges off the coast of 

Normandy amid a hail of exploding 

ammunition and enemy shellfire.  But the 

newspaper included other stories.  There 

was a picture and a report on the marriage 

of Surgeon Lieut. Patrick Tait to Miss Honor 

Pape and details of a Red Cross cricket 

match at Jock’s Lodge Edinburgh.  Another 

article reported on the number of small 

traders forced to close as the Co-operative 

Society took them over and established 

their business in places where they were not 

previously, ‘ready for the post-war period’.   

There were recipes on how to make prune 

fingers and a cream whip by boiling a can 

of condensed milk.  Listings for the Home 

Service included ‘Religious’ from 7.55- 8.00 

am, Hawaiian Music at 10.00 am and Music 

While You Work at 3pm. 

The adverts were fascinating.  A fine wool 

dress: ‘An enchanting model from our Early 

Autumn Collection, £5.9.8’ from 

Henderson’s of Sauchiehall Street; ‘100 Fur 

coats economical in price and coupon 

value… £20’.  My favourite was the furniture 

advert… ‘Commodious Wardrobe £15.10/-’ 

from MacConnell & Co Hope Street 

Glasgow.   

What a window into history. And the date 

on the paper?  31st July 1944. Exactly 76 

ago years to the day! 

Ann Sinclair 
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Prayers and 

thoughts 

for this 

moment 
Lord, it's no good pretending that I understand 

suffering. It's hard to watch folk being torn from 

their families or being killed in someone else's war 

and not be left with questions. Probably some 

faceless official can justify it, but it doesn't make 

much sense to me. It's even harder to watch my 

friends as they struggle with cancer and see them 

slowly becoming a shadow of themselves and 

losing something of their sparkle as they do. Lord, 

you know what rejection is. You know what pain, 

excruciating pain, is. The Cross says it all. I simply 

come to you and ask that all who suffer will 

experience a measure of your strength and 

overcoming power, to bear what may not be 

relieved. A suffering world is groaning for release. 

Come Lord and meet our needs.  

David Groves 

 

Day by day.  

Day by day.  

Oh dear Lord,  

three things I pray.  

To see Thee more clearly,  

To love Thee more dearly,  

To follow Thee more nearly, 

Day by day.  

 From the musical “Godspell” 

by Stephen Schwartz and John-Michael Tebelak,   

based on a prayer ascribed to the 13th-century 

English bishop Saint Richard of Chichester  


