
 

Newstand 

W ell, what a year this has been! I’m 

sure that none of us came into 2020 

thinking that we would spend most of it 

unable to do all the things we love doing 

(especially being able to meet each other) 

or that so many lives round the world would 

be affected by Covid-19. 

However we must remember that it’s not 

just a devastating virus that has affected 

the world, but also natural disasters like 

earthquakes, flooding and other diseases 

that have devastated families, communities 

and indeed whole countries. Coupled with 

that we have seen supposedly civilised 

countries dividing themselves as they pull to 

the left and right with views, words and 

actions that are not too dissimilar to those 

that pervaded Europe nearly 100 years 

ago, and certainly not ones that might be 

considered “Christian”. It’s like an elastic 

band where the further the ends are pulled 

apart the higher the tension and the more 

devastating the impact when either 

someone lets go, or worse the band breaks. 

I just hope and pray that recent 

developments can help to release some of 

the tension, that the energy is used in 

productive ways to reunite and heal, and 

the voices of those that attempt to cause 

so much division are quieted (and even 

better come to a consensus that helps us all 

to “meet in the middle”). 

Mention of earthquakes brings to mind an 

episode of that great comedy series, “The 

Vicar of Dibley” that we watched over the 

weekend, where during a fierce storm a 

beautiful stained glass window in the 

church is destroyed when a tree smashes 

through it. Geraldine seeks a sponsor to 

replace it, persuading a local businessman 

to put up the money, his philanthropy being 

celebrated as a result. However, when 

Geraldine learns of an earthquake in South 

America, she donates most of the eleven 

thousand pound gift to its appeal, settling 

for a plain window as a replacement 

instead.  

That got me thinking about how we all 

spend our money, personally and as a 

church. Are we raising it to spend on 

ourselves and to have tokens of our own 

philanthropy, or can we better use it to 

support those most affected by the events 

of 2020 and indeed in years to come, living 

as true examples of Christians following the 

teachings of Jesus, and not living on 

reinterpretations of the Bible that suit our 

version of what is to be a “Church”? 

Keep safe this Advent and Christmas 

everyone — God is with us! 

Tim 
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Favourite Christmas Memories via Zoom 
You are invited to take part in a pleasant Zoom evening on 

Wednesday 9th December  6.30-7.30 pm 

 

The format of the evening will be a little like poetry evenings held at the church, 

where people offer to read a short piece of poetry. This time we are asking you to 

bring yourselves, your favourite drink and perhaps some nibbles to a virtual evening 

of good cheer! 

Please bring with you: 

• a short piece of poetry 

• a short story or  

• a song 

which reminds you of good memories of Christmas. 

If interested, please e-mail Carole Moore on carolemoore49@btinternet.com and 

she will send you the Zoom link. She will also send you a reminder on the day. 

Longest Night Service 

For the past few years, our Longest Night 

Service has been a great comfort to many of 

us who find the Christmas period difficult. 

Although this year we are not able to hold this 

service in the church with a congregation 

present, we are planning to pre-record a 

service to be broadcast via YouTube (search 

for “monkseatonurc” to find our channel) on 

the evening of Monday 21st December.  

 

We would like to give you all the chance to 

submit names of loved ones you would like to 

have included in the service - just as we have 

written names on stars previously. Please send 

your names to Lucy via email at 

monkseatonurc@gmail.com or by leaving a 

phone message on 01670 354834. Names will 

appear on the screen during the service. First 

names will be fine if you would rather not 

include someone's full name.  

mailto:carolemoore49@btinternet.com
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Minister’s Musings 

A s we enter the Advent season we are 

more aware of waiting than usual. 

Every evening I tune in to the news and 

wait to hear the numbers: infections, 

deaths, the R number, the regional per 

100,000 rates. We are waiting for 2 

December to find out if national pandemic 

lockdown restrictions will be lifted, waiting 

to see what tier our region will be in, waiting 

and wondering What will Christmas be like? 

Every decision seems provisional: If we will 

be back in the church 

building…; If we are 

allowed to travel…. 

I suppose all this waiting 

is a training in patience, 

a spiritual exercise in 

acceptance of forces 

outside our control, a 

reminder of our ultimate 

vulnerability and mortality, and a nudge to 

reach towards the Holy for the grace to 

bear it all.  

Here is what I know: that no matter what, 

no matter if we are in the building or 

outside of it, if we can gather the family 

around a table or around a telephone or 

video screen, no matter what, where or 

how, Christ will be born. Consider the 

obstacles as told in the first stories: a 

laborious journey south, a harried hostel-

keeper, shared lodgings with annoyed 

animals, a fire-breathing Herod. Nothing 

was easy that first Christmas. Any waiting 

was accompanied with high anxiety. And 

still… 

 

The baby is born. Christ comes, Christ 

comes, Christ always comes. Into every 

mess and bother. Into hearts wearied with 

living and afraid of dying. Into strife and 

struggle. Christ comes. 

To say I love the Christmas stories is a vast 

understatement. I adore them. I welcome 

this time of year the way a thirsty woman in 

the desert welcomes a drop of water. I 

don’t care if people complain that it’s 

commercialised and 

drained of meaning; I don’t 

believe it for a 

nanosecond. All light – 

even the strands around 

houses and trees and 

shopping malls – derives 

from the light born that 

night. That light is the wee, 

wet and wailing Jesus, the 

light that connects us to the rest of the 

universe and to the deepest truth in our 

souls. The birth of Jesus touches that deep 

part of us and the world where Love 

resides, the part that knows Love’s power 

and possibility, aye, its necessity for our 

surviving and our thriving. The light comes 

into the world and the darkness will not, 

cannot overcome it (John 1:5). 

This is what we are really waiting for. Not a 

number or a newsflash, but the light that 

darkness will not overcome. It will come. It 

always does.  

In Christian love, 

Carla 

no matter what, 

where or how, 

Christ will be born.  

A Personal Note 

You will read in this edition of Newstand that my leaving date has been set for 14 February 

2021. As I wrote in our March 2020 Annual Report, for the AGM we were prevented from 

having by the first lockdown, our time together has been a wonderful blessing for me. I have 

loved every minute of it. You will always have a place in my heart. Carla 
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Activities Team — Notebooks 
and Pens, plus a Christmas 
event! 

W ith Christmas approaching we have 
available as ideal ‘stocking fillers’: 

small notebooks together with pens 
personalised with St Andrew’s name and 
costing £4. I’m already taking orders and 
if anyone would like one just give me a 
ring (tel. 0191 252 3319) and I can deliver 
to you. I also have available the St 
Andrew’s pens (at £1) which sold so well 
last year. 

Good news! As you will see elsewhere in 
Newstand, Carole Moore has kindly 
offered to host a Zoom ‘Christmas 
Memories’ evening which promises to be 
a happy occasion when we can share 
favourite poems, readings etc. 

Ann Hammond  

Transitional Working Group 

(TWG) report 

T he TWG has designed a process for 

completing the transitional ministry so 

that St Andrew’s may enter a period of 

vacancy and begin the process of seeking 

a permanent minister. All church members 

and adherents will receive a letter from the 

TWG with this edition of Newstand, sharing 

their own thoughts and asking you to reflect 

on what you think we have learned from 

the transitional ministry and what we want 

to take forward from it. We hope you will 

respond. The purpose of the reflection is to 

name and consolidate our learnings from 

the past several months, so that we may 

begin the next chapter of our life together 

with some new tools in our toolbelt. 

Carla’s last Sunday will be 14 February 2021. 

Andrew Graydon will begin as Interim 

Moderator once she has left. When we 

have completed the transitional ministry  

 

 

work, Andrew will be introduced and will 

explain the steps of seeking a permanent 

minister. 

The TWG and Carla wish to thank you in 

advance for your support and 

engagement during the transitional ministry 

and now in the wrap up. It has been a rich 

learning experience that has helped many 

of us to grow in compassion and 

understanding. 

As always, please don’t hesitate to talk to 

any of us about our work. We are: Sue 

Ames, Robin Christopher, Catriona Fenwick, 

Chris Hales, Hazel Hall, Ray Hammond, 

Jenny Hooper, Una Ketteridge, Rhoda Lee, 

Alison Mood, Celia Purves, Eddie Thompson, 

John Thorpe and Joan Yarrow. 
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Wednesday Prayers at 9.30 
Opening Prayer 

In the beginning was the Word — spoken and 

breathed, a promise made and kept. 

Listen and hear. 

The Word was in the beginning, and through 

him all things come into being. 

Eternal and near at hand, already and not 

yet, God’s promise is the foundation of all life. 

Trust in God. 

Wait with faith.   Amen 

 

In a Prayer of Adoration  

Loving God coming among us in 

Jesus Christ, we come in this 

season of promise to praise You  

for Your love for us; for Your 

faithfulness. You are the source of 

all hope. You are the one who 

makes all things new and we wait 

for Your coming. 

With all those who will mark Christ’s 

coming in all places and times we 

too bring our words of wonder, 

love and praise.   Amen  

 

And in a Prayer of Confession 

Eternal God, 

It is sometimes hard for us to go on waiting 

and hoping in these difficult times when 

nothing seems to change; 

when our minds are filled with our concerns, 

and others are forgotten. 

Come among us with encouragement and 

hope as well as forgiveness. Show us a new 

and better way to live and give us strength 

and courage to follow in Your way. 

    Amen 

 

And let us say together the prayer our Lord 

Jesus taught his disciples: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,…For thine is 

the kingdom, the power and the glory. For 

ever and ever.   Amen 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

Come, Lord Jesus,  

into the darkness of our world, a world where 

there is injustice, racial tension and war, where 

many people across the world still lack the 

basics of food and clean water. 

Come, Lord Jesus, 

into an uncertain future for immigrants who risk 

their lives to escape the atrocities in their 

homelands. 

Come, Lord Jesus, 

into our communities where many are 

struggling with redundancy and debt, and 

food banks have become a lifeline 

for those in need, especially at this 

time. 

Come, Lord Jesus, 

into our lives and into the lives of 

those for whom we are concerned. 

Bring comfort to the bereaved and 

to those who are struggling to 

cope with life on their own. 

Come, Lord Jesus, 

give reassurance where there is 

fear, and confidence where there 

is doubt. Wherever people are 

hurting, come and let Your light 

shine.    Amen 

 

Blessing: 

May the true spirit of Christmastide 

be with us, 

may the spirit of peace  

be with us, 

may the spirit of love  
be with us 

this Christmastide  

and for ever more.  Amen  
Sources & Inspiration: 

‘Book of Blessings’ &’Winter’  

Submitted by the Hope 4 Team 

 

 

We wish you peace and 
joy this Christmas tide.  
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What I’ve been reading —  

The Book of Psalms 

R e-reading a book often gives an 

opportunity to bring back memories of a 

story or stories you may have forgotten. Re-

reading can also provide a different level of 

understanding or different insight to the story/

stories in the present time. And so it was with 

my re-reading The Book of Psalms in the Bible 

Study Series arranged by Carla during October. 

The Book of Psalms was collected and written 

down between the 6th and 4th Centuries BCE.  

In the ancient Near East it was not considered 

wrong or false to attribute authorship to 

historical figures like Moses or even David, so a 

Psalm of Moses was not written by Moses but 

more in remembrance of him. There are five 

books of Psalms, each written by a different set 

of poets and people associated with Temple 

worship drawing on oral memory and custom as 

well as creating psalms. The Book of Psalms is 

a collection of songs, poetry and prayers voicing 

the heart and soul of humanity and a range of 

human experiences. The authors expressed 

their deepest feelings, not just of praise and joy 

but of the very depths of their despair. The 

psalmists confessed their sins and voiced their 

doubts and fears. Reading the book, you can 

almost hear believers crying out to God asking 

for help in troubled times. Yet you will also hear 

praise and joy in the psalmists’ words. The 

authors were honest in their state of 

hopelessness, praise and joy.  

Brought up in the Church of Scotland, psalms 

and paraphrases were very much part of the 

tradition of worship and at school. That learning 

was never lost. Re-reading the psalms brought 

memories to me of days out with my parents 

and younger brother. We went on picnics and 

fishing trips to the Lammermuirs, the hills of 

East Lothian. My brother Tom had a beautiful 

voice and I hold lovely memories of him singing 

as we drove there. Tom’s favourites were ‘I to 

the hills will lift my eyes’ (Psalm 121) and ‘The 

Lord’s my shepherd’ (Psalm 23). Re-reading the 

psalms brought back those memories, happy 

but tinged with sadness but comfort in the sad 

death of my younger brother a number of years 

ago.  

Despair and fear, praise and joy, walk side by 

side in The Book of Psalms in the honesty of the 

psalmists sharing their deepest emotions with 

God. Perhaps because of that honesty, people 

across the centuries have come to The Book of 

Psalms to find words to cry out to God for help, 

to express their deepest emotions, to find 

comfort in troubled times. In The Book of 

Psalms you will, as others before us, find the 

power, love and forgiveness of God that will 

lead to a deeper relationship with God. 

Ann Sinclair 

Church Announcement*  

Due to Covid-19 there will be No Nativity this year because: 

The Three Wise Men face a travel ban. 

The shepherds have been furloughed. 

The Innkeeper has had a slump in bookings and is now closed under Tier 3 regulations.  

Santa will not be working, as he would be breaking the Rule of Six with Dancer, Prancer, 

Dasher, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner and Blitzen. 

As for Rudolph with that nose so red, he should be isolating and taking a test. 

*possibly not a real announcement         Submitted by Carole Mallett 
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Please do send in your feedback, amusing stories, photos, poems, prayers, thank you notes, reflections, 

book reviews, memories and anything else you think fitting to include in Newstand. They can be emailed 

to standrewsnewstand@gmail.com or posted to Tim Cooke, 4, Kingfisher Way, Blyth, NE24 3QR 

Worship Group 

A t the last meeting of the Worship 

Group it was recommended and 

subsequently confirmed by the Elders’ 

Meeting that the Wednesday private 

prayer hour be discontinued, and the 

Wednesday 9.30 am Act of Worship be 

retimed to 10.00am. These 

recommendations were in response to a 

lack of demand for the private prayer hour 

and a request for the retiming of the 

service. For the time being, the service will 

be shared via Zoom, and followed by a 

Zoom coffee period. 

Even before the current lockdown, it was 

obvious that because of Covid-19 

restrictions many of our usual Christmas 

services and activities would be unable to 

take place. Difficult decisions had to be 

made, particularly with regard to Christmas 

Eve, Christmas Day and the following 

Sunday, in order to allow the church to 

remain empty for the necessary length of 

time.  

• There will be no big tree in the church,  

as it can’t be erected while maintaining 

social distancing, but the Advent Ring 

will be used and it is hoped to have 

other forms of decoration in the church, 

with a real tree and decorations in the 

entrance to give Christmas cheer to the 

congregation and passers-by alike. 

• It is hoped to have Communion on 

December 6th. (If it becomes necessary 

to do this service online, please have 

some bread and wine ready beside your 

 

 computer, tablet, phone, etc). 

• The Longest Night Service will be pre-

recorded, and available to view on St 

Andrew’s YouTube channel on Monday 

21st December from 7 pm onwards. (No 

coffee time in connection with this 

service). More details on page 2. 

• There will be NO ‘Carols by Candlelight’ 

Service in the church on Christmas Eve, 

but it is intended to have a pre-recorded 

service of Lessons and Carols available 

on that day to view, again on St 

Andrew’s YouTube channel, from 7 pm. 

(No coffee time in connection with this 

service). 

• There will be a service on Christmas Day 

at 10.30 am. 

• The service on December 27th will be 

shared via Zoom and YouTube. 

Since these decisions were made, of 

course, we have again gone into 

lockdown, and at the time of writing we 

don’t know if the church will be allowed to 

reopen straightaway after December 2nd, 

even if the lockdown ends as scheduled. It 

may be that more of the planned services 

will have to be conducted via Zoom and/or 

YouTube, in which case you will be kept 

informed by your Elder.  

Please see the Church Calendar on page 

11 for full details of December’s intended 

worship and events.  

Carole Mallett 

mailto:standrewsnewstand@gmail.com?subject=Newstand%20article
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Searching for the King — a crossword for the Advent journey 

Across 

3. The Magi came to _______ Jesus 

(Matthew 2:2) 

6. What the Magi felt when they saw the 

sign (2:10) 

8. Something Joseph did before the angel 

appeared (1:20) 

10. This stood over the place where the 

baby Jesus was (2:9) 

11. What Joseph saw in a dream (1:20) 

12. The Magi came to the king of this 

people (2:2) 

13. What the Lord Jesus would save his 

people from (1:21) 

15. Bethlehem is in the land of _____ (2:6) 

17. Immanuel means “___ with us” (1:23) 

18. From which direction the Magi travelled 

(2:1) 

19. He asked the Magi the _____ time the 

star appeared (2:7) 

20. From Bethlehem would come a 

shepherd and a _____ (2:6) 

21. A perfumed substance given as a gift 

(2:11) 

22. Where Micah the prophet said a ruler to 

shepherd Israel would be born (2:6) 

1 

2 

3 4 

5 6 7 

8 9 10 

11 12 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 

21 22 

Matthew 

1:18 to 2:13 
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Down 

1. The family were forced to escape to this country (2:13) 

2. A gift given to Jesus (2:11) 

4. The name of the king when the baby Jesus was born (2:1) 

5. He was told not to be afraid (1:20) 

6. The name to be given to the new-born child (2:1) 

7. They were asked where Christ was to be born (2:4) 

9. Joseph’s family could be traced back to this king (1:20) 

14. The way in which the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph (1:20) 

16. The Magi made a careful ______ (2:8) 

Searching for the Christmas Story 

One of the happiest times of the year, for 

most people, will soon be upon us: 

Christmas! This is the time set apart in the 

church for remembering the time when 

God sent His own Son, Jesus, into the 

world, not into a palace, but rather into a 

stable. You can read about it in the Bible, 

in the New Testament, in Luke chapter 2, 

verses 1-20. All the words in the word 

search have been taken from that 

passage.  

Amazed  

Angel  

Augustus  

Bethlehem  

Caesar  

Census  

Child  

Christ  

Cloths  

Company  

David  

Decree  

Favor * 

Firstborn  

Flocks  

Galilee  

Glorifying  

Governor  

Heavenly  

Highest  

Host  

Inn  

Jesus  

Joseph  

Judea  

Lord  

Manger  

Mary  

Nazareth  

Peace  

Pondered  

Praising  

Quirinius  

Register  

Savior * 

Shepherds  

Syria  

Treasured  

Wrapped  

 

*Sorry for the US 

spellings! 

G M P W R A P P E D I V A D H  

O L E G N A S U S E J N V Q P  

V G O H K B S K C O L F U O E  

E S D R E H P E H S I I N K S  

R U E J I L S R H R R D L Z O  

N T C U N F H G S I E O Z A J  

O S R D A A Y T N R G G V K G  

R U E E Z N B I E I I H N A V  

H G E A A O U D N B S S E A F  

C U T P R S V N M G T I C S M  

L A M N E O U W C A E S A R T  

T O L M T S I R H C R X E R T  

C S R J H E A V E N L Y P W P  

Q D O D E Z A M A D A I R Y S  

D L I H C E N S U S H T O L C  

Every home should have a Nativity at 

Christmas. Put it in a place where, when 

everyone is partying, opening presents, and 

enjoying themselves, they can catch a glimpse 

of it to remind them of what Christmas is really 

about. Consider keeping a Nativity on display 

all year round to remind us that Jesus is not just 

for Christmas (A fellow magazine editor has10 

scattered round his house!) 
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The First Christmas 

Bible / book study 

W e completed our study of the Book of 

Psalms and have begun to look at the 

Christmas stories. On Tuesdays from noon-

1pm for most of this month we will be reading 

and discussing The First Christmas: What the 

Gospels Really Teach About Jesus’s Birth by 

Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan 

(SPCK, 2008). Below is the tentative 

programme, which requires pre-reading of 

about 50 pages in the book with the last 

Tuesday requiring more.  

Tuesday 1 December: The two stories and 

their purpose — Pre-reading: Preface and 

chapters 1 & 2 of The First Christmas  

Tuesday 8 December: Context and 

genealogy — Pre-reading: Chapters 3 & 4 of 

The First Christmas 

Tuesday 15 December: Conception and birth 

— Pre-reading: Chapters 5 & 6 of The First 

Christmas 

Tuesday 22 December: Light, fulfilment and 

joy — Pre-reading: Chapters 7, 8 & 9 of The 

First Christmas 

Reflection and discussion questions will be set 

the week before. If you would like to join us, 

phone or email Carla (07427 838 370; 

cagroschmiller@yahoo.co.uk) who will send 

you the Zoom invitation link. You can order a 

copy of the book at your favourite bookshop 

or online store. In preparation for the course 

you may wish to look at Matthew chapters 1 

& 2 and Luke 1-2:39. Notice too that there are 

no birth stories in Mark or John, although John 

begins with the wonderful In the beginning 

was the Word meditation on the coming of 

Christ into the world.  

N ewstand subscribers will be aware 

that their annual subscriptions are 

normally due to be paid by the end of 

January. However the situation for 2021 is 

obviously rather difficult while we’re going 

through the pandemic. I have therefore 

asked the distributors to use their discretion 

as to when they collect the money, and 

only do so when they’re confident that 

there’s no risk either to the subscriber or 

themselves.  

The price for 2021 remains at £6.60, which 

includes 12 issues, but for those subscribers 
who paid the full amount at the beginning 

of 2020, it can be reduced to £3.00. This is to 

reflect the fact that while St Andrew’s was 

closed for six months, Newstand Lite was 

sent out free of charge to everyone on the 

Membership Roll and Adherents List, 

irrespective of whether or not they were 

subscribers.  

It was important to ensure that everyone 

was kept informed of what was happening, 

and it seems only fair that the paid-up 

subscribers should be offered a credit in 

respect of the magazines which they would 

have received free anyway. 

Carole Mallett 

Joan Jermy  

Joan celebrates her 100th birthday on 7th December! 

Joan is a remarkable lady who still lives in the family home with no domestic help 

and does all her own cooking and cleaning. Unfortunately in October she lost her 

only son whom she relied on so much for her paper work, shopping etc. 

Kathleen Hopper 
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Report from URC Northern Synod 

October 2020 

W e experienced a very different Synod 

meeting this autumn. We had been due 

to meet at St. Andrew’s but, because of the 

restrictions that were in place, we met instead 

on Zoom. 

We began the first part of the meeting on 

Saturday 17th October with worship based on 

Psalm 137:1-6 and Lamentations 3:19-24. We 

were then sent to a chat room to meet with a 

small group of other participants to discuss the 

Coronavirus pandemic, what we felt had been 

lost and gained during this time. 

We went on to hear news of people and 

places…sadly, district secretary Malcolm Porter, 

former church secretaries Richard Harris & Tom 

Nelson, retired ministers Vivian Buddle & Tony 

Cottam and lay preacher Gwyneth Freeman 

had died. St Bede, Sunderland had united with 

Stockton Road, whilst Wark LEP had moved to 

meet in the town hall. 

Safeguarding Officer Matt Knowles highlighted 

the publication of Good Practice 5. Revised 

training was now available at basic, 

intermediate and specialist levels and everyone 

was encouraged to take part. 

As this part of the meeting drew to a close at 

lunchtime, the Festival of Tents was introduced. 

This consisted of a mixture of practical, 

exploration, discussion and social activities that 

would take place over the coming fortnight. 

There would also be a photography 

competition. 

Due to diary constraints, I was only able to join 

one event. I took part in the tent entitled 

Intergenerational Mission and Ministry led by Dr 

Sam Richards, the URC Head of Children’s and 

Youth Work. 

Intergenerational ministry was normal in Bible 

times. Jesus blessed, healed and brought 

children from the dead, but he didn’t have to 

send out for them, they were always around. 

We live in a fractured society and church is one 

of the few places in society where all 

generations may be together. And so, we are 

urged, as a church, to learn to do only those 

things in separate age groups that we cannot, 

in all conscience, do together. 

We were sent into chat rooms to discuss how 

we treasure our relationships with children and 

young people. 

We went on to discuss how everyone, 

regardless of their age, brings something to 

church and we should make space to receive 

from one another in different aspects of our 

worship, in welcoming, giving things out, 

leading prayers, reading the Bible, choosing 

hymns and so on. Younger people could be 

apprenticed to work with a more experienced 

partner or group of people, to learn the ropes. 

There were also discussions about how young 

people could gain understanding from sermons 

broken down into smaller parts and how they 

could be included in mission work and decision 

making, far too much to include in this report, 

but the message was loud and clear: 

separation leads to lack of understanding and 

learning for all ages and that children and 

young people, who have close relationships 

with all generations, are less likely to leave the 

church when they grow up. 

Two weeks later, on Saturday 31st October, the 

second part of the Synod meeting took place. 

The first half of this meeting, for voting members, 

consisted of reports from the various 

committees and voting on resolutions. I had 

been nervous about the process of voting 

online, but it all worked out very well. 

After a short break, the Moderator thanked the 

Synod staff and technical team for their help in 

managing the Festival of Tents. He then led a 

time of worship based on Jeremiah 29:4-7 and 

John 20:11-18. General Secretary John 

Bradbury then addressed the meeting in a 

recorded sermon. 

There then followed a round up of the Festival 

with video input from Intern Amelia Turner and 

Revd Jane Rowell (Mission Enabler). The 

Moderator felt that we had reimagined how to 

be church. The URC Lundie Award was 

presented to Amelia and the winners of the 

photographic competition were announced. 

The meeting closed in prayer. 

Next meeting 13th March 2021, venue to be 

announced. 

The full minutes of the meeting are available 

from me on request. 

Sue Ames,  

Synod Representative 
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Joy 

by John Thorpe 

A s usual prior to writing 

my thoughts on what 

has given me joy recently I 

had to fully understand the 

full meaning of the word Joy. 

The dictionary definition of 

Joy gave the following: 

Noun: A feeling of great 

pleasure and happiness 

Verb: Rejoice-To feel or show great Joy 

Another reference of the word Joy is included 

in Chapter 5 of the Epistle to the Galatians with 

respect to the “Fruit of the Holy Spirit”.  

The Fruit of the Holy Spirit is a biblical term that 

sums up nine attributes of a person or 

community living in accord with the Holy Spirit: 

"But the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and 

self-control.” 

Looking back on my life, 

obviously like the majority of 

the congregation, there 

have been many 

momentous occasions when 

I have experienced great 

Joy with both my family and friends.  

At present, however, as an elderly pensioner 

living on his own in the middle of a pandemic  

 

 

with all the “Doom and 

Gloom” reporting by all the 

media, experiencing great 

Joy is not as easy or frequent 

as it was in past.  

My passion, which has always 

given me a feeling of great 

Joy and serenity, is the 

wonder of nature and the 

natural world. I love being in 

areas containing trees and especially if it 

includes either a running stream or river. The 

trees raising majestically to the sky and filtering 

the sunlight to the ground below. The 

everchanging vista of the four seasons from 

bare branches in winter to full bloom in spring/

summer and the resplendent colours of the 

leaves in Autumn prior to shedding all the leaf 

for winter.  

Then of course the beauty is 

enhanced by the flight and 

song of various types of birds 

darting around, especially in 

spring and summer; nature 

at its best. In addition to this is 

the rippling of a flowing river 

and the sounds of cascading 

water over rocks separating 

the different water levels.  

As you have probably guessed, my “Place of 

Joy and Serenity” is on our doorstep, Jesmond 

Dene. 

Kathleen and Bill Hopper would like to thank all 

members and friends for their kind enquiries, 

cards and gifts on the safe arrival of their third 

grandson William (known as Will) on the 11th 

November. The parents Elaine and Graham are 

also doing well under the circumstances. 

God bless you all. 

Kathleen and Bill 
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Keeping up to date 

W e have been trying to hold a church 

meeting (of some description!) ever 

since the Annual Meeting was cancelled 

back in March but to no avail - and so a 

few notes on changes and also looking 

forward into next year. 

• Jean Jackson has relinquished her Fire 

Officer’s role – thank you Jean for all the 

hard work you put into this over the 

years. Bill Hopper has kindly ‘picked up 

the baton’.  

• This year six Elders came to the end of 

their five year term of office: Carole 

Mallett, Ann Sinclair, Joan Blanchfield, 

Margaret Varley, Bill Hopper and myself, 

In the current circumstances Elders 

Meeting agreed that the term of office 

should be extended by one year to 

2021. 

• Barbara Watson has stood down as a 

serving Elder. Barbara was first ordained 

and inducted in 1999. Our grateful 

thanks to her for her contribution to the 

Eldership during this time. Barbara is not 

giving up entirely as she will continue as 

a Pastoral Visitor. A review of Elders’ 

districts will be undertaken next year. 

 

• The Transitional Working Group is working 

towards the conclusion of Carla’s term 

of Transitional Ministry with us. 

• The Elders and Carla have mutually 

agreed that her last service with us will 

be on 14th February 2021. 

• Northern Synod and the Elders have 

agreed on the appointment of Dr 

Andrew Graydon as Interim Moderator 

for St Andrew’s. Andrew led worship 

here at St Andrew’s in May 2019 and 

was Interim Moderator at St Columba’s 

during their last period of vacancy. We 

will be starting discussions with Andrew in 

January regarding the vacancy process 

here at St Andrew’s. 

• Some of us were slow and reluctant to 

engage with Zoom and YouTube but are 

now getting to grips with it and finding it 

is not as difficult as first thought. Whilst it 

can never replace face to face 

meetings and congregational worship it 

is certainly better than nothing. Our 

thanks to Carla for encouraging us and 

to Tim for the technological support. 

With all good wishes for Christmas. 

Take care and keep safe. 

Ray 

My life in short: 
1. I had my patience tested. I'm negative. 

2. To me, "drink responsibly" means don't  

spill it. 

3. When I say, "The other day," I could be 

referring to any time between yesterday 

and 15 years ago. 

4. I run like the winded. 

5. I finally got eight hours of sleep. It took me 

three days, but whatever. 

6. It's the start of a brand new day, and I'm 

off like a herd of turtles. 

7. I don't mean to interrupt people. I just 

randomly remember things and get really  

 
excited. 

8. I hate when a couple argues in public, 

and I missed the beginning and don't 

know whose side I'm on. 

9. The older I get, the earlier it gets late. 

10. When you ask me what I am doing today, 

and I say "nothing," it does not mean I am 

free. It means I am doing nothing. 

11. When I ask for directions, please don't use 

words like "East." 

12. Don't bother walking a mile in my shoes. 

That would be boring. Spend 30 seconds 

in my head. That'll freak you right out. 
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How grandchildren perceive 

their grandparents 

1. I was in the bathroom, putting on my 

makeup, under the watchful eyes of my 

young granddaughter, as I'd done many 

times before. After I applied my lipstick 

and started to leave, the little one said, 

"But Grandma, you forgot to kiss the toilet 

paper good-bye!" I will probably never 

put lipstick on again without thinking 

about kissing the toilet paper good-bye.... 

2. My young grandson called the other day 

to wish me Happy Birthday. He asked me 

how old I was, and I told him, 72. My 

grandson was quiet for a moment, and 

then he asked, "Did you start at 1?" 

3. After putting her grandchildren to bed, a 

grandmother changed into old slacks and 

a droopy blouse and proceeded to wash 

her hair. As she heard the children getting 

more and more rambunctious, her 

patience grew thin. Finally, she threw a 

towel around her head and stormed into 

their room, putting them back to bed with 

stern warnings. As she left the room, she 

heard the three-year-old say with a 

trembling voice, "Who was THAT?" 

4. A grandmother was telling her little 

granddaughter what her own childhood 

was like. "We used to skate outside on a 

pond. I had a swing made from a tire; it 

hung from a tree in our front yard. We 

rode our pony. We picked wild raspberries 

in the woods." The little girl was wide-eyed, 

taking this all in. At last she said, "I sure 

wish I'd gotten to know you sooner!" 

5. My grandson was visiting one day when 

he asked, "Grandma, do you know how 

you and God are alike?" I mentally  

 

 

polished my halo and I said, "No, how are 

we alike?'' "You're both old," he replied. 

6. A little girl was diligently pounding away 

on her grandfather's word processor. She 

told him she was writing a story. "What's it 

about?" he asked. "I don't know," she 

replied. "I can't read." 

7. I didn't know if my granddaughter had 

learned her colours yet, so I decided to 

test her. I would point out something and 

ask what colour it was. She would tell me 

and was always correct. It was fun for me, 

so I continued. At last, she headed for the 

door, saying, "Grandma, I really think you 

should try to figure out some of these 

colours yourself!" 

8. When my grandson Billy and I entered our 

vacation cabin, we kept the lights off until 

we were inside to keep from attracting 

pesky insects. Still, a few fireflies followed 

us in. Noticing them before I did, Billy 

whispered, "It's no use Grandpa. Now the 

mosquitoes are coming after us with 

flashlights." 

9. When my grandson asked me how old I 

was, I teasingly replied, "I'm not sure." 

"Look in your underwear, Grandpa," he 

advised "Mine says I'm 4 to 6." (WOW! I 

really like this one -- it says I'm only '38'!) 

10. A second grader came home from school 

and said to her grandmother, "Grandma, 

guess what? We learned how to make 

babies today." The grandmother, more 

than a little surprised, tried to keep her 

cool. "That's interesting." she said. "How do 

you make babies?" "It's simple," replied the 

girl, "You just change 'y' to 'i' and add 'es'." 
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Church Calendar for December 
Note: Midweek Act of Worship now at 10am on Zoom. No service on 2nd December 

Sunday 6 Communion Service: Revd Dr Carla Grosch-Miller 11.00 am 

Wednesday 9 Midweek Act of Worship, followed by coffee time  

(all via Zoom) 

10.00 am 

    Favourite Christmas Memories - Poetry Evening -  

details on page 2 (via Zoom) 

6.30 pm 

Thursday 10 Elders’ Meeting (via Zoom) 7.00 pm 

Friday 11 Executive Team Meeting (via Zoom) 10.00 am 

Sunday 13 Morning Worship: Revd Ron Forster 11.00 am 

Wednesday 16 Midweek Act of Worship, followed by coffee time  

(all via Zoom) 

10.00 am 

Sunday 20 Morning Worship: Mrs Valerie Taylor 11.00 am 

Monday 21 Longest Night Service (via YouTube* - details on page 2) 7.00 pm 

Wednesday 23 Midweek Act of Worship, followed by coffee time  

(all via Zoom) 

10.00 am 

Thursday 24 Christmas Eve Service (via YouTube*) 7.00 pm 

Friday 25 Christmas Day Worship: Revd Dr Carla Grosch-Miller 10.30 am 

Sunday 27  Morning Worship: Worship Group (via Zoom) 11.00 am 

Wednesday 30 Midweek Act of Worship, followed by coffee time  

(all via Zoom) 

10.00 am 

From our Book of Remembrance 
Please remember in your prayers this month those who have gone before us. 

George Charlton 

Cynthia Workman 

Robert Smith Niven 

Alistair Fraser 

Mrs. Dorothy Paterson Packer 

Elsie Scrafton 

Church Register 

DEATH 

SMITH  June,  on 9th November 2020.  

The funeral was expected to take place near 

June’s daughter’s home in East Yorkshire,  

but exact details are unknown. 

* Go to https://youtube.com and search for “monkseatonurc” to find our channel. 

Submissions for January Newstand by 28th December, for publication on Sunday 3rd Jan 

https://youtube.com
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Prayers and 

thoughts 

for this 

moment Christmas Eve 

This Christmas 

I ache for your birth  

as never before. 

Our hearts have been cracked  

open, the pain laid bare. 

Even the earth is flayed and bleeding;  

deadly disease stalks the land, 

the hot throb of human desire  

melts icecaps. 

Only the babe’s cry  

will dispel the fear and despair  

that have clung so closely,  

clogged our hearts,  

blinkered our vision. 

Come, little one. 

I would stand  

on the hillside 

scanning the skies  

every night given me  

to catch a glimpse,  

the blur of an angel wing, 

the shimmering song  

of heaven echoing  

earth’s deepest longing. 

And I would cradle that song.  

I would let it fill my throat and my heart  

the rest of my days. 

© Carla A. Grosch-Miller, Lifelines: Wrestling the Word,  

Gathering Up Grace (Canterbury Press 2020), adapted.  

Christmas Cards and Prayer 

Don’t throw out your Christmas Cards 

on Twelfth Night; keep them and use 

them as a prayer resource.  

During your time of prayer, draw one of 

the Christmas cards and pray for 

whoever sent it to you.  


