
 

Newstand 

C hristmas can be a difficult time for 

some, but a joyous occasion for others 

and this year has probably changed how 

many have celebrated the time we 

remember Christ’s birth (even if it has been 

aligned with the pagan winter festivals). We 

have not had as many services and 

certainly not in their usual format either, 

though hopefully most of you have been 

able to join in at least some of them. If you 

were not able to view them online and 

would like a copy, please do let me know 

(directly or via your Elder) as we can make 

them available on DVD or CD, as well as the 

paper transcripts that are already sent out. 

As a reminder, services were held for the 

Longest Night, Christmas Eve and Christmas 

Day, along with the usual Sunday services. 

By the time you read this we will also have 

celebrated the New Year, with the chance 

to look back at 2020 as an annus horribilis in 

many ways but hopefully as a year when 

we have realised just how much we were 

still able to do, how much we are able to 

change and how resilient we can be, with 

God’s help.  

The New Year will bring change for us as a 

Church too, as we say a fond farewell to 

Carla as our Transitional Minister and a 

warm welcome to Dr Andrew Graydon as 

Interim Moderator, guiding us into and 

through our period of vacancy. We can 

also hopefully look to getting vaccinated so 

that we can start to resume our lives, come 

back to worshipping together and hopefully 

see an end or at least suppression of the 

devastation that Covid-19 has caused. 

As you’ll hopefully 

remember, one of 

the ways I found of 

coping was to take 

up DIY and that has 

continued as (finally) 

Sophie has been 

able to move back 

into her newly 

decorated room, 

with a new bed and 

work space 

underneath that 

means we will be seeing even less of her 

than usual! There are still plenty of jobs to be 

done, with the now emptied back 

bedroom next on the list, so we have 

somewhere for visitors to stay, once we are 

allowed to have them again.  

Take care everyone — God is with us! 

Tim 
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Please do send in your feedback, amusing stories, photos, poems, prayers, thank you notes, reflections, 

book reviews, memories and anything else you think fitting to include in Newstand. They can be emailed 

to standrewsnewstand@gmail.com or posted to Tim Cooke, 4, Kingfisher Way, Blyth, NE24 3QR 

St Andrew’s Poetry Evening 

 

On Wednesday December 9th  a small group of poetry lovers enjoyed a pleasant 

zoom evening on Favourite Christmas Memories.  The format of the evening was like 

poetry evenings held at the church with participants reading a short piece of poetry 

whilst enjoying a favourite drink.  We shared a wide variety of delightful poems 

ranging from authors such as Clement Clarke Moore to Thomas Hardy and even a 

reading from the Geordie bible.  Those present thought it would be good to continue 

with further evenings until we are able to meet around the table at church again.  

Therefore the next poetry evening will be: Wednesday 20th January 6.30-7.30 pm. 

Please bring with you a short piece of poetry. We would be delighted to listen to any 

of your favourite poems, but perhaps those with a particular interest in Burns may 

wish to choose a Scottish poem, seeing as we will be so close to 25th January.  

If you wish to take part, please e-mail Carole Moore on 

carolemoore49@btinternet.com and she will send you the zoom link.  She will also 

send you a reminder on the day. 

Sincere thanks to elders and friends at St Andrews for keeping in touch with 

me during this difficult time. Special thanks to the Flower Team for sending 

lovely flowers in August and a beautiful autumn arrangement on Harvest 

Sunday. Your time and thoughtfulness are much appreciated. 

God bless you all. 

Kathleen Elwell 

(sent by daughter Karen Macefield) 

mailto:standrewsnewstand@gmail.com?subject=Newstand%20article
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/clement-clarke-moore
mailto:carolemoore49@btinternet.com
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Minister’s Musings 

W hat can be said about the year 2020 

other than good riddance?!? Well, 

plenty.  

I want to give thanks for the many things 

we accomplished: 

• We survived. 

• We adapted. 

• We learned new things and were 

reminded of some very important old 

things. 

• We held fast to that which is good and 

true. 

In January 2020 we could not have 

imagined what the rest of the year would 

hold. I suppose this is always true at the start 

of a year but 2020 was such a doozy it was 

more unimaginable than usual.  The fact 

that we survived it as well as we did and 

that we adapted our personal and 

communal ways of being to preserve lives is 

something to be proud of. It gives me 

confidence about the future: other terrible 

things will happen. We know we can survive 

terrible things. We will do what we have to 

do.  

That is not to say that survival and 

adaptation is not costly. It is. The lack of 

personal contact and touch will have left 

many people very lonely, which we now 

know is a huge public health risk. Loneliness 

is equivalent to smoking 15 cigarettes a day 

and exceeds the health risk of obesity in 

terms of how it impacts life expectancy. We 

are made to be in relationship with others. It 

literally kills us to be cut off from loved ones 

and friends. We need to keep this in mind 

and attend to those who remain isolated in 

what will hopefully be the last months of 

severe restrictions due to the pandemic. 

I am also very conscious that we will all 

have had different experiences of 2020. 

Availability and ease of access to 

technology was a big part of that. Those of 

us who were able and had the resources 

quickly adapted our working and/or social 

life to include hours online using Zoom or 

Teams or whatever to keep in contact with 

others. Those without that access were all 

the more isolated. The church 

endeavoured to keep everyone 

connected through technological and 

non-technological means, but there again 

will be great differences in experience of 

connection or disconnection. We must 

remain mindful and thoughtful about how 

to stay together and stay faithful.  

I am impressed that as a church we were 

able to learn new skills, meet in new ways, 

livestream worship and further the work of 

the church as best we could. The 

Transitional Working Group (TWG) was able 

to wrap up its work, bringing us closer to the 

point when we can begin the search for a 

new minister. The final report is in this edition 

of Newstand. In the February Newstand you 

will be introduced to the Interim Moderator 

who will be appointed to begin his work 

after I leave on 14 February. I am grateful 

for the TWG’s persistence and 

professionalism. They were a fine group to 

work with and I was delighted to read how 

much their work has been appreciated. The 

eldership will be taking forward the 

learnings of the transitional ministry, which I 

hope and believe will serve St Andrew’s 

well in the future. 

In the midst of terrible things, there are 

sometimes wonderful things. For me the 

unexpected additional months with you 

have been a blessing. I hope that you too 

have had some unanticipated gifts during 

these difficult months. And that we all will 

emerge with renewed appreciation for 

each other and for the faith, love and hope 

that sustain us day by day. I recall Paul’s 

words to the Romans (5:1-5): suffering 

produces endurance, which produces 

character, which produces hope – which 

does not disappoint us because God’s love 

has been poured into our hearts. Thanks be 

to God. 

In Christian love, 

Carla 
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Joy 

by John Thorpe 

Due to an issue with copy and paste between 

John’s original article and what ended up in 

the last edition of Newstand, the final 

paragraph was unfortunately omitted. 

Apologies from both Carla and Tim for the 

oversight. 

The article concludes: 

As you have probably guessed my “Place of 

Joy and Serenity” is on our doorstep: Jesmond 

Dene. 

 

 

This environment for me takes away all the 

stress with respect to the negativity surrounding 

the world today and could be truly expressed 

as the “Garden of Eden”. The regeneration of 

nature even when devastated by war, fire, 

natural disasters or mankind gives me hope 

that, like the life cycle of nature, one day the 

world will recover to some sort of normality and 

ensure all the population on this planet will 

have access to sufficient food to ensure that all 

are well nourished and able to live a peaceful 

happy life. 

The conclusions of the Transitional Working Group from the 27 November 2020 letter: 

• The Transitional Ministry has had a very positive impact, allowing us to understand 

what happened during the previous Ministry and why people reacted and 

thought the way they did.  

• It has enabled a healing process to take place, creating mutual trust and 

reconciliation.  

• ‘There is an understanding of the importance of communication and engaging 

the whole congregation, every step of the way and respectfully listening and 

talking to people, allowing them to freely express their opinions in a calm, caring 

environment.’ 

• It is beneficial to hold church meetings with food, after the church service, for 

structured discussion to take place in small groups, about important issues and 

sharing the feedback thereby leading to a realisation of the need to accept 

change..  

• St Andrew’s is now ready to look to the future, with renewed hope and optimism 

and is in a better position to make considered and realistic decisions, in calling a 

new Minister.  

Mrs Joan Jermy would like to thank her friends at St. Andrew's for all the 

cards, kind words and letters over the last two months following the death 

of her son, Martin, her 100th Birthday and Christmas. Thanks also to Carla, 

Catriona for the flowers and the lovely visit from Susan. 

On behalf of Joan "Blessings to you all" and all the best for 2021. 

Kathleen Hopper 
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Transitional Working Group report 

Final Report to the Congregation, 

December 2020 

W e wish to thank everyone who 

responded to our letter of November 

27 and to share what those responses 

revealed. 

In general the five conclusions we had 

expressed in that letter were well supported 

(see page 4). Those who attended the 

church lunches of 2019 and early 2020 

responded warmly to the sharing of food 

and facilitated conversation after church 

and felt it had enriched them and the 

congregation. The words that were most 

often used to describe the benefits in the 

responses were: greater understanding, 

listening, caring, patience, confidence to 

express oneself. People appreciated the 

chance to get to know more church 

members. One downside: the acoustics in 

the Hall are not easy for anyone with 

hearing loss. 

There was a sense that the church’s 

strength and security was restored, that the 

church is a vibrant and caring 

congregation with many skills, and that 

meeting together to discuss things creates 

cohesion. 

The value of facilitated discussion of difficult 

matters was noted and it was hoped that 

the skills that the TWG has gained can be 

used in the future. The importance of good 

communication and good decision-making 

processes were observed including: full 

information and options, encouragement 

and opportunity to voice opinions, noting 

and considering all opinions. 

On the question of change, it was observed 

that the world is changing and that there 

may be difficulties and differences to be 

faced in the future. One person said we 

should welcome change; another said let’s 

not be too keen to change many things 

too quickly. The importance of discussing 

differences in a civilised, courteous and 

reasonable matter was mentioned, whilst 

one person said that sometimes (often?) it’s 

better not to say anything – “least said, 

soonest mended” – given that opinions 

may be expressed in the heat of the 

moment in a way that is upsetting.  

There was expressed greater appreciation 

for the tasks of a future minister and the 

elders. This advice should be offered to the 

new minister: Discuss and agree before 

actions; be visible and approachable. It 

was observed that we need to be very 

open-minded about a new minister, and 

that the church needs information about 

what is happening in the vacancy period, 

however long that may be. 

One person said that they didn’t think we 

needed a Transitional Minister and should 

have just proceeded with an Interim 

Moderator. Three commented that they 

didn’t attend the church lunches or church 

and so had nothing to say. 

Finally, we wish to thank you for the many 

warm words of appreciation and 

encouragement about the work of the 

Transitional Working Group and Carla. It has 

been a privilege to serve the church in this 

way. With all of you, we look forward to see 

what surprises God has in store for us next 

as we face the future with confidence and 

hope. 

Gratefully yours, 

Sue Ames, Robin Christopher, Catriona 

Fenwick, Chris Hales, Hazel Hall, Ray 

Hammond, Jenny Hooper, Una Ketteridge, 

Rhoda Lee, Alison Mood, Celia Purves, 

Eddie Thompson, John Thorpe, Joan 

Yarrow. 

See Page 4 for TWG conclusion summary. 
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Book Review 

The First Christmas 

What the Gospels Really Teach About Jesus’ Birth 

Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan 

I  must confess that I have never read a book like this 

before, which analyses the meaning behind chapters in 

the Bible, and so at first I was quite uncertain when Carla 

asked me to read this book with a view to coming up with 

some discussion questions for our Advent Bible study 

group.   

Borg and Crossan look closely at the meaning behind the 

Christmas story in Matthew 1-2 and Luke 1-2.  The 

passages are so familiar that many of us could recite them 

almost by heart, however closer inspection reveals that 

there are various inconsistencies between the stories as 

told by the two gospel writers.  The book explains that the gospel of Matthew was written 

mainly for a Jewish-Christian audience and that Luke was written mainly for Romans and 

that this would explain the differences in emphasis.  Mathew presents Jesus as the new 

Moses and largely tells the story from the point of view of Joseph.   He includes the story 

of the wise men travelling to worship Jesus who is born to be the King of the Jews, the 

title given to King Herod. Luke tells the story mainly from the point of view of Mary.  He 

includes several women in his story and also the passage about the shepherds, 

emphasising that Jesus came for all people, including the marginalized.  He calls Jesus 

‘The Son of God’ and ‘Light of the World’, a title given to Caesar.  Borg and Crossan 

argue that the Christmas stories were written as parables, not factually correct but full of 

truth for the reader.  The Christmas stories were not known to Paul as they were written 

many years after he wrote his epistles. In fact the story of the birth of Jesus was not 

important to the early Christians.  The book explains much about the situation and 

politics of the time in which the stories were written and understanding the context helps 

greatly in understanding the content. 

Different chapters of the book led to interesting discussion in the Advent study group 

such as: Do you think that the meaning of the Christmas story is more important than the 

facts?  Can you think of the stories as political?  What is the meaning of ‘justice’ and 

‘peace’?  Is peace on earth possible?  Is the genealogy of Jesus important?  What does 

Mary mean to you? etc. 

If you have an interest in thinking through matters such as these I would certainly 

recommend this book to you.  Although an academic study, it is not too heavy and fairly 

easy to read.  Reading it has been very thought provoking and challenging and has 

made me realise that there is much to be gained from thinking about what lies behind 

readings in the Bible, to give us a greater understanding of our Faith.  I certainly had 

different thoughts in my mind as I put out my nativity set this Christmas.  

Alison Mood 
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Wednesdays Prayers at 10 

Opening Words 

In hope, in love, in pieces and in peace we 

come together in prayer. 

In trust, in faith, in anticipation and in waiting 

we stay together. 

In word and silence, in naming and 

knowing, we are together. 

 AMEN 

 

In a Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, where bodies are painful and 

fragile; where remembering is heavy and 

haunts living; where words and silences have 

hurt; where tasks have been undone and 

care put aside; where footprints have fallen 

heavy; where there has been breaking 

rather than mending; and where, in the 

midst of all this, we have denied who we are 

and what we can be. 

In your holding, take us, cradle and hold us, 

soothe and calm us and remind us of who 

we are in You.     AMEN 

 

Affirmation 

We believe in God who lives amongst us and 

within us and meets our brokenness in the 

breaking of bread.  

We believe in God who gazes with love and 

compassion  and sees starlight in our darkest 

and most painful places. 

We affirm that we are people who live with 

and amidst  the jagged cracks of humanity, 

of those who know  the dark night of the 

soul, the pain of our bodies, the hurt and 

hope of life, and we offer all that we are and 

can be into the hands of the one who knows 

and nurtures us. 

We belong to this creating, living, loving and 

sustaining God.    AMEN 

 

And in the prayer the Lord Jesus taught his 

disciples:  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be 

thy name…  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory. For ever and ever.    AMEN 

 

Prayer of Intercession 

Loving God, as you hold us in your 

tender embrace we are safe and 

secure. 

In your tender embrace we feel the 

love and warmth of family and 

belonging as we grow and are 

nurtured together as your people under your 

loving care and protection. 

Loving God, we pray for those who are 

anxious and struggling with physical, mental 

or spiritual health, and for those who are 

suffering in the loss of a loved one. In your 

embrace may they find comfort and 

healing. 

Loving God, we pray for those who cry out 

for freedom; for those prepared to stand up 

and be heard without counting the cost and 

for those who have taken up the Cross and 

know its weight and pain. 

Loving God, we pray for those who are 

caught up in conflict; for refugees searching 

for safety and a home; and for those who 

dedicate their lives in search for peace and 

reconciliation. 

Loving God, we offer these prayers in the 

name of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord and 

Saviour. AMEN 

 

Blessing 

May God bless each of us with new 

beginnings and hopeful anticipation. 

May Jesus bless us with love to be a light in 

the darkness. 

And may the Spirit bless us with the freedom 

to live and dream. AMEN 

 

Submitted by the Hope 4 Team 
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More “Musings” of a vulnerable old woman! 

G ood morning everyone!  Well, I’ve got to say that as it is 5.00 am – yes folks I’m 

sitting at the breakfast table with a cup of coffee at 5.00 am – oh, it’s all right, 

I’ve slept for 5½ hours already! 

I’m reading the December issue of Newstand – an excellent production!  I’ve 

managed to do the Word Search (despite two of the American spellings?!?).  I love 

Carole’s explanation as to why we couldn’t have a nativity play – it bears repeating 

– I must have read it several times and it still brings a smile to my face!  And with my 

sense of humour the article of ‘My Life in Short’ again brought a smile to my face. 

Then there’s the article about the perception grandchildren have of their 

grandparents – oh, that’s a classic!  Each of the statements could have been written 

by Ava, my 13 year old granddaughter – cynical and sceptical beyond her years. 

My routine over the last nine months has changed little.  I still ride my horse several 

times a week.  However, last Saturday – when I had to ‘muck out’ – one of my 

‘favourite’ occupations?! I was suddenly aware of how vulnerable I was!  There were 

15 people on the yard either ‘mucking out’ or getting ready to exercise their horses!  

So I’ve decided to ride only three times a week (on weekdays) when only a few are 

around – mind I’ve still got to ‘muck out’ – well I can’t let him lie in … you know what! 

So then it suddenly dawned on me about the Tier system – I’m glad we’re in Tier 3 – 

with extra precautions and social distancing.  If everybody abides by the rules we’ll 

all come out of this ‘nightmare’ quicker! 

Well, if Tim sees fit to publish these ‘musings’, I hope you’re all staying safe and 

although Christmas certainly wasn’t how we’ve known it – Jesus was still born to bring 

us love without question – a light in the darkness.  The shepherds’ visit reminds us he is 

there for all of us.  The three Wise Men symbolise to us that if we search in the right 

places Jesus is there to give us comfort, courage and hope. 

Oh well, my coffee is finished and my thoughts are drained!  So perhaps I should now 

try the crossword – this time with a Bible! 

Take care, stay safe.  God bless you all. 

Valerie 

Stir it up Sunday Christmas Pudding 

W e promised to let you know the fate of the Christmas 

Pudding that was stirred-up so well by Sophie at the 

start of Advent, so here’s a photo of the final pudding, just 

about to be eaten. It was well fed during Advent, with 

around a 3rd of a bottle of brandy, which meant it barely 

needed any to be poured over it for the final flambé! 

Although it didn’t quite make it out of the bowl in one piece, 

it was never-the-less delicious and enjoyed by all the 

Cookes. Now to start the one we bought back in October! 
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Congregational Worship 

I t was not an easy decision when, on 29th November 2020 at a special Elders’ Meeting, 

the decision was taken that it would not be safe to re-introduce congregational 

worship at the present time. 

It was recognised by the meeting that a number of people anticipated that when the 

‘Lockdown’ ended in early December we would be able to return to worshipping in 

church as we had been in September and October.  However the Elders were 

concerned that, whilst the Covid infection rates were falling, the proposal to allow non-

essential shops to open and the proposed relaxations over Christmas, would inevitably 

lead to a rise in the level of infection and could thereby pose a greater risk if we met 

together again. 

Elders’ Meeting is keen to see congregational worship returning as soon as possible but 

only when it is safe for it to do so.  They will review the decision at their meeting on 14th 

January 2021 but in the meantime will closely monitor the situation, although present 

infection trends are not good. 

Membership 

A t their meeting on 10th December 2020 Elders were pleased to agree to a 

recommendation that Mrs Valerie Thompson be received into membership at St 

Andrew’s.  Valerie will be formally welcomed at a church service as soon as practicably 

possible. 

Ray  

Church Secretary 

Ten things to ponder as 2020 draws to a close. 
1. The dumbest thing I bought this year was a 2020 planner. 

2. Moto for 2019: Stay away from negative people. Moto for 2020: Stay away from 

positive people (might roll this on into next year). 

3. The world has turned upside down. Old people are sneaking out of the house 

and their kids are yelling at them to stay indoors.  

4. This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her cat. It was obvious she thought her 

cat understood her. I came to my house and told the dog … we had a good 

laugh. 

5. Every few days try your jeans on just to make sure they fit. Pyjamas will have you 

believe all is well in the kingdom. 

6. Does anyone know if we can take showers yet or should we just keep washing 

our hands? 

7. I never thought the comment “I wouldn’t touch them with a 6-foot barge pole” 

would become a national policy but here we are! 

8. I really need to practice social distancing … from the fridge. 

9. I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my trip to the garden. I am tired of the 

living room. 

10. Never in a million years could I have imagined I would go up to a bank clerk with 

a mask on and ask for money. 
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Pandemics: An historical perspective  
By Dr Tim Mason 

W e are currently threatened by Coronavirus, 

which is causing a global epidemic, or 

pandemic, of Covid-19. Pandemics, though, are 

nothing new and over the centuries we have 

developed ways of dealing with them. This is a 

brief history of pandemics and ways of responding 

to them. Today’s problems are not so dissimilar to 

those of the past. 

One of the first pandemics of which we are aware 

was one of ‘The Plague’. Starting out as a harmless 

bacterium colonising reptile intestines, it had, by 

1000BCE, evolved to cause lethal infections in 

people. That evolution continued for another 

millennium when, in 180CE, a strain arose which 

would change the course of human history. By 

660CE it had killed a third of the population of 

Constantinople, from where it spread further west, 

reaching Britain 120 years later. That’s less than 20 

miles per year! History shows us, then, that 

pandemics begin imperceptibly as microbes 

evolve and are then spread by human activity.  

A second pandemic of the Plague, one which 

became known as ‘The Black Death’, originated in 

China around 1200. From there, facilitated by 

trade and warfare, it spread at twice the speed of 

the first. It arrived in Dorset on 7 July 1348, an event 

now proudly recorded there, on a plaque! From 

here it spread along the coast in small trading 

vessels, arriving in my home village of Titchfield in 

October that year - the first place in Hampshire to 

get the disease. The Manorial Court there 

recorded eight deaths that month, a figure which 

by May of the following year had increased to a 

total of 155, a third of the population - a death toll 

that was repeated throughout the land. 

By this time the disease was recognised as 

infectious, so the response made to it was to 

prevent the sick from coming into contact with the 

healthy. Houses where a sick person lived were 

sealed up, leaving sick and healthy together to 

their fate. Doors were guarded and food provided. 

No-one was allowed in or out for six weeks. By that 

time sufferers would have either died or recovered 

and certainly none would be infectious. We’d call 

that enforced quarantine today. 

Windsor in the 16th Century adopted an even 

more radical measure. Seeing London as a 

potential source of infection, they set up a gallows 

to hang anyone arriving from there! A rather 

extreme enforcement of Lockdown! 

 

A century later the capital was again suffering 

from the disease and, in an attempt to escape it, 

Charles I moved the law courts out to Reading. The 

result was an outbreak of the disease there and 

sufferers were moved out to a recently built ‘Pest 

House’ in Whitley. The disease remained a threat 

until the late 18th Century, by which time improved 

housing and nutrition, along with recognition that 

rats were an undesirable presence in places of 

human habitation, saw the disease decline. This 

decline was probably also driven by a drop in 

global temperature. It was not unusual for the 

Thames to freeze over for up to two months! 

While pandemics of plague ceased without 

vaccines, the expectation is that a vaccine will be 

found for Covid-19. The first disease for which a 

vaccine was produced was smallpox, which had 

been causing pandemics since the second 

century CE. That disease, caused by the Variola 

virus, had though been recognised well before 

that, in China in the 5th Century BCE. Here they 

observed that it could only be contracted once 

and, by the 10th Century CE, it was common for 

children there to be deliberately infected with a 

mild form of the disease and thereby be protected 

from any more serious form. It was not until the 

early 18th Century that news of this technique, 

called ‘Inoculation’, reached Britain. Its use soon 

became widespread. 

In the context of smallpox immunisation though, it 

is Edward Jenner who is remembered by his 

establishing the alternative technique of 

‘vaccination’, using Vaccinia, a similar virus from 

cows. He had heard that milkmaids infected with 

cowpox became immune to smallpox, without 

their having risked a smallpox infection. They 

developed no more than sores on their fingers. So, 

in 1796 he vaccinated Sarah Nelmes, using 

cowpox from a cow called Blossom. It worked and 

subsequent worldwide vaccination resulted in the 

eventual elimination of smallpox in 1980, the first 

infection for which that had been achieved and 

an objective which we should have for the current 

Covid-19 pandemic. It will undoubtedly be a 

bigger challenge, but bigger too are the tools at 

our disposal. 

  

First published in ‘Titchfield News’, December 2020. 

Dr Tim Mason is a retired lecturer in Microbiology 

from the University of Portsmouth. He continues to 

give lectures on the history of infectious diseases to 

a wide range of audiences.  
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Church Calendar for January 
Sunday services are via Zoom and YouTube. Mid-week services by Zoom only. 

From our Book of Remembrance 
Please remember in your prayers this month those who have gone before us. 

John Saunders 

Frances (Fran) Birt 

Michael James Blackah 

Elizabeth Tait 

Isabella Paxton Barbour 

Elizabeth Ettridge 

Ruby McPhee 

Denise Muriel Swinton Tancock 

James Raymond Lisle 

Amy Adam 

Geoffrey Smith  

February Newstand published Sunday 31st Jan.  

Submissions by post to Tim Cooke, 4, Kingfisher Way, Blyth, NE24 3QR, 

or email to standrewsnewstand@gmail.com no later than 25th January 

Sunday     3 Communion Service: Dr Ann Sinclair   11.00 am 

Wednesday     6 Midweek Act of Worship, followed by coffee time  10.00 am 

Friday     8 Executive Team Meeting (via Zoom) 10.00 am 

Sunday    10 Morning Worship: Revd Dave Herbert (Northern Synod 

Moderator) 
11.00 am 

Tuesday    12 Worship Group Meeting (via Zoom)   7.00 pm 

Wednesday    13 Midweek Act of Worship, followed by coffee time  10.00 am 

Thursday    14 Elders’ Meeting (via Zoom)   7.00 pm 

Sunday    17 Morning Worship: Ms Louise Kemp  11.00 am 

Wednesday    20 PLEASE NOTE – there will be NO Midweek Act of --  

Wednesday    20 Trauma-inspired Ministry Session (for Elders) 10.00 am 

Wednesday    20 Poetry Evening (via Zoom)   6.30 pm 

Sunday    24 Morning Worship: Revd Dr Carla Grosch-Miller  11.00 am 

Wednesday    27 Midweek Act of Worship, followed by coffee time  10.00 am 

Sunday    31 Morning Worship: Revd Dr Carla Grosch-Miller 11.00 am 
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Prayers,  

thoughts  

and poems  

for this  

moment 

‘Tis winter now 

‘Tis winter now; the fallen snow 

has left the heav’ns all coldly clear; 

through leafless boughs the sharp winds blow, 

and all the earth lies dead and drear. 

And yet God’s love is not withdrawn; 

his life within the keen air breathes; 

his beauty paints the crimson dawn, 

and clothes the boughs with glittering wreaths. 

And though abroad the sharp winds blow, 

and skies are chill, and frosts are keen, 

home closer draws her circle now, 

and warmer glows her light within. 

O God! Who giv’st the winter’s cold 

as well as summer’s joyous rays, 

us warmly in thy love enfold, 

and keep us through life’s wintry days. 

Samuel Longfellow (1819-1892)  

Every day I need you Lord,  

but this day especially.  

I need some extra strength to face  

whatever is to be.  

This day, more than any day,  

I need to feel you near;  

to fortify my courage  

and overcome my fear.  

By myself I cannot meet  

the challenge of the hour.  

There are times when human creatures  

need a higher power,  

to help them bear  

what must be borne.  

And so, dear Lord, I pray:  

hold on to my trembling hand  

and be with me today.  


