
 

Newstand 

Whether this reaches you during Holy Week or later, I 

wish you all a very blessed and Happy Easter — 

Christ is risen and through him may we find new life! 

Whilst we live our earthly lives and in particular 

during the current pandemic we have to give 

thought to how we live our lives and treat others. Do 

we just remain thankful that we are in the 99%, or 

should we be more like Jesus and not forget about 

those “lost sheep” that may be suffering through the 

poor decisions and actions of some of those 99%? 

Hopefully we bear that in mind as we develop our 

new Church profile and make decisions on who we 

want to invite into our fold. 

On the subject of suffering, those who were at 

coffee after the service on Sunday 21st March will 

know I got my jab on the Saturday morning and 

whilst everything initially seemed OK, I was then hit 

with all the symptoms and had a really bad couple 

of nights. Fortunately my immune system has done 

its job and I’m pretty much back to normal and 

somewhat safer as a result (but still not fully 

immune!). For those who had a similar experience, 

you have my sympathy and let’s hope the second 

dose doesn’t have a similar effect.  

I’ll leave you on a lighter note with this wonderful 

photo taken by Sophie (more on page 4). I was truly 

amazed at the images she sent for her article. With 

no experience of photography she has such a 

natural eye for composition. 

Take care everyone  - God is with us! 

Tim 

April 2021 

Volume 87 Issue 4 

monkseatonurc 

http://standrewsmonkseatonurc.org.uk 

St. Andrew’s United Reformed Church 
Eastfield Avenue, Monkseaton, Whitley Bay, NE25 8LU 



 

2 

Please do send in your feedback, amusing stories, photos, poems, prayers, thank you notes, reflections, 

book reviews, memories and anything else you think fitting to include in Newstand. They can be emailed 

to standrewsnewstand@gmail.com or posted to Tim Cooke, 4, Kingfisher Way, Blyth, NE24 3QR 

Activities Team Update 
Church Fair Fund 

Donations are still coming in to the Fund and the amount raised so far is an amazing £972.  

Once again, thank you to all those who have very kindly donated. 

Springtime Raffle 

St Andrew’s folk and also friends of the church have been very generous indeed in either 

providing prizes or buying raffle tickets and we’re very grateful to all concerned.  There are 

still a few days left to purchase tickets at £1 for a strip of 5 by calling Ann & Ray (252 3319) 

or Joan Blanchfield (296 1931) or if you are out and about ticket money can be dropped off at 

3 Cauldwell Close.  We will let you know your ticket numbers and those who can use Zoom 

will be able to see the draw which will take place at the Easter Day Zoom Coffee Time.  

Prizes include a Simnel cake, wine,  chocolates, shortbread, Easter eggs, an M&S sweet pea 

hanging basket ready to plant out and lots more. 

Poetry Evening 

Carole Moore is kindly organising another Poetry Evening on Zoom.   It will take place on 

Wednesday 21st April at 6.30 pm.   These are sociable occasions with a wide variety of 

poetry and participants can read their chosen poems or just listen if they would prefer.   If you 

wish to take part, please e-mail Carole Moore on: carolemoore49@btinternet.com and she 

will send you the Zoom link. 

Ann Hammond 

Poem to the spell checker on PC 
 
Eye have a great spell checker, 
It came with my pea sea. 
It plainly marques four my revue 
Mistakes I cannot sea. 
Eye strike a quay and type a word 
And weight for it to say 
Whether eye am write or wrong, 
It shows me straight a weigh. 
 
 

 
 
Whenever a mistake is maid. 
It shows bee four too long 
And eye can put the error write 
It’s almost never wrong. 
Eye ran this poem through it and 
I’m sure you’re pleased to no 
It’s letter perfect all the weigh 
My chequer tolled me sew. 
 

Sauce unknown 
Submitted by Carole Mallett 

mailto:standrewsnewstand@gmail.com?subject=Newstand%20article
mailto:carolemoore49@btinternet.com
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Re-opening of St Andrew’s 

A brief note to keep you up to date regarding the ongoing discussions on  

re-opening for community worship  

With the Government’s proposals in the roadmap which they recently announced 

the question regarding re-opening has again been on the agenda of Elders’ 

Meetings. 

Nationally the Synod Moderators of the URC are recommending that re-opening 

should be governed by the local infection rate and not on any specified date.  

Having said that, they suggest looking at a date not earlier than Pentecost (23rd 

May) as a possibility. 

St Andrew’s Elders are satisfied that:  

• the church’s current Risk Assessment is robust and allows for the return of a 

worshipping congregation as soon as permitted by the local rates of infection 

• all necessary arrangements including sanitisation and social distancing are still in 

place. 

Accordingly, the Elders will be reconsidering the matter at their next Meeting on 8th 

April 2021 so I am sorry to say that there will definitely not be a return for Easter 

services which will continue to be via Zoom and YouTube. 

On a lighter and happier note, it was very pleasing to see all the donations that 

came in for our ‘Thank You’ to Carla and which totalled £1,000. 

Ray Hammond 

Thank you so much for the beautiful floral arrangement, cards, e-cards 

and best wishes we have received from the good folk of St. Andrew's on 

the occasion of our Golden Wedding Anniversary on 20th March. It wasn’t 

exactly how we would have chosen to spend the day but our little three 

man bubble enjoyed spending it together, despite the fact the meal we 

ordered didn’t arrive, the fish and chips were most enjoyable. 

Many thanks again 

Christine & George Ridley. 
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Stuck at home and in the 99% 

Pat Wardle offers these thoughts from Terry 

Waite on the pandemic and where our focus 

seems to be on some matters. 

Terry Waite, who spent 1,763 days as a 

hostage in appalling conditions has this 

advice for us. 

He tells us to stop complaining.  Change your 

mindset.  You are not stuck at home, you are 

SAFE at home. 

His advice: 

• Keep your dignity, get out of your PJ’s. 

• Form a structure for the day. 

• Be grateful for what you have – shelter, 

home, possessions. 

• Read and be creative. 

 

 

 

 

We have a virus – but 99% of those who 

contract it will survive. 

We have some racists – but 99.95% of the 

people you meet are colour blind and don’t 

have a racial bone in their body. 

We have some bad cops – but 99.95% of the 

law enforcement personnel you meet would 

risk their lives for you. 

If you choose to see evil, then evil is all you 

will see. 

Don’t be stuck at home — 

get out there! 
Sophie’s getting out and about to relieve 

the boredom. 

Being in lockdown, stuck in the house and 

soon having 2 weeks off school, I have 

decided to take up a new hobby.  

After a school ‘Spring Watch’ 

competition, I spent Saturday afternoon 

with my friend Amy, photographing and 

videoing nature in Blyth.  

Starting with a walk to the beach where, 

unsurprisingly, the only animals found 

were gulls. After our unsuccessful hunt 

for nature at the beach Amy and I 

headed up the stream running through 

fields in the area. Finding birds, insects 

and flowers, we had a fun time — apart 

from standing in a shallow stream for a 

picture. 

 

 
I am recommending this for all of you as 

something to spend your time on during 

lockdown [and do please write in to tell 

everyone about it, with photos too! - Ed] 

Sophie Cooke 
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Wednesday Prayers at 10. 
 

Prayer of Approach 

Father, as we prepare to come in prayer, 

cleanse our hearts and minds, fill us with 

your Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Be present with us in this time. 

We are called to be your people, 

to walk the way of Jesus. 

We come with the offering of ourselves 

and seek your words of comfort and 

challenge. 

Help us to be ready to hear and listen to 

everything that you have to say to us. 

Prepare us to act wisely in the situations 

that we each face in our lives.  

Help us to obey you, so that we become 

more and more like you every day.  

Forgive us for the actions and thoughts 

that we should not have done and for the 

thoughts and actions we have done 

wrong. 

Help us to act more like you. 

Amen. 

And let us say the prayer that Jesus taught 

his disciples: 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name; …..For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, For ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Intercessions 

O God our heavenly Father, whose love 

sets no boundaries and whose strength is in 

service, grant to the leaders of nations 

wisdom, courage and insight at this time of 

change and uncertainty.  

Give to all who exercise authority love and 

tolerance, strength to protect and 

safeguard the innocent and clarity of  

 
 

vision to guide the world into the paths of 

justice and peace. 

Grant us, Lord God, a vision of our world as 

your love would make it; a world where 

the weak are protected, and none go 

hungry or poor; a world where the benefits 

of abundant life are shared; a world where 

different races and cultures live in 

tolerance and mutual respect; a world 

where peace is built with justice, guided by 

love. 

O God, Father of all, inspire the peoples of 

Europe with the spirit of justice, truth, and 

love, that in our dealings with one another 

we may show forth our common humanity 

and our unity in you. 

God of mercy, whose Son Jesus Christ lived 

among the poor and oppressed; hear our 

prayer for those who are fearful, 

vulnerable and isolated; be their strong 

defence in times of need, and grant us the 

compassion and courage to minister Christ 

to them, who lives and reigns. 

Lord God, you hold both heaven and 

earth in a single peace. Let the design of 

your great love shine on the waste of our 

anger and sorrow, and give peace to your 

Church, peace among nations, peace in 

our homes, and peace in our hearts, in 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you  

and be gracious to you; 

The Lord turn his face towards you 

and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Compiled by Training Learning & Serving Students, 

 a course now replaced by Stepwise.  

Submitted by Hope 4 Team 
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Church Register 

DEATH GIBBON Shirley, aged 82 years, 

    on 26th February 2021. 

    Service at St Andrew’s 

    on 22nd March conducted by 

    Mrs Valerie Taylor, 

    followed by committal 

    at Whitley Bay. 

Northern Synod Prayer Diary—April 2021 

 
 

4 Easter Sunday:  St George’s URC, High Heaton; St Cuthbert’s LEP (Methodist/

URC), Heaton; Revd Dr Grant Wilson. 

11 St Mark’s URC, Amble; Revd Alison Mills; Higher Education Chaplaincies:  

Revd Drs Grant Wilson and Matthew Prevett. 

18 The work of Children’s and Youth Work Committee and Convenor,  

Mr Sandy Ogilvie, and Synod Children’s Work Advisor, Mrs Hannah Middleton, 

and Synod Youth Advisor, Mr John Stephenson. 

25 PCM, ministers in training at Ricatla Ecumenical Seminary.   

The RC Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle, the Rt Revd Robert Byrne. 

I would like to thank everyone who sent cards of sympathy and had kind 

words on the passing of my wife Shirley. 

Thank you so much, Bless you all. 

John Gibbon 

The family of the late John Scrafton would like to thank all members and friends of 

St. Andrew’s for their kind messages of sympathy, cards and flowers, following their 

recent sad bereavement. 

Christine Lee (John’s daughter) 
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Church Calendar for April 
Sunday services are via Zoom and YouTube, and followed by coffee time on Zoom.  

Mid-week services by Zoom only and also followed by coffee time. 

From our Book of Remembrance 
Please remember in your prayers this month those who have gone before us. 

Karen Watkin 

David Smith Fisher 

Helen McNeill Dall 

Janette A. Charlton 

Gladys Wilson 

Nell and Eric Hammond 

William Noel Jackson 

John Arthur (Jack) Melding 

David King 

Jim Sinclair 

Minnie Skee 

Lynne Chisholm 

May Newstand published Sunday 25th April.  

Submissions by post to Tim Cooke, 4, Kingfisher Way, Blyth, NE24 3QR, 

or email to standrewsnewstand@gmail.com no later than 19th April. 

Thursday 1 Tenebrae Service: Dr Ann Sinclair ( via Zoom)  7.00 pm 

Friday 2 Good Friday Service: Mrs Lucy Cooke (via YouTube and Zoom) 10.30 am 

Sunday 4 Easter Sunday Communion: Mrs Lucy Cooke & Mrs Valerie Taylor   

(via YouTube and Zoom) 

11.00 am 

Wednesday 7 Midweek Act of Worship, followed by coffee time (all via Zoom) 10.00 am 

Thursday 8 Elders’ Meeting (via Zoom)   7.00 pm 

Friday 9 Executive Team Meeting (via Zoom) 10.00 am 

Sunday 11 Morning Worship: Mrs Valerie Taylor (via YouTube and Zoom) 11.00 am 

Wednesday 14 Midweek Act of Worship, followed by coffee time (all via Zoom) 10.00 am 

  Finance Team Meeting (via Zoom) 10.45 am 

Sunday 18 Morning Worship: Dr Ann Sinclair (via YouTube and Zoom) 11.00 am 

Wednesday 21 Midweek Act of Worship, followed by coffee time (all via Zoom) 10.00 am 

  Poetry Evening (via Zoom)   6.30 pm 

Sunday 25 Morning Worship: Revd Marie Attwood (via YouTube and Zoom) 11.00 am 

Monday 26 Activities Team Meeting (via Zoom)   2.00 pm 

Wednesday 28 Midweek Act of Worship, followed by coffee time (all via Zoom) 10.00 am 
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Prayers,  

thoughts  

and poems  

for this  

moment 

Don’t Quit! 
 

When things go wrong, as they often will, 

When the road you’re trudging seems all uphill, 

When the funds are low and the debts are high, 

When you want to smile, but you have to sigh, 

When care is pressing you down a bit, 

Rest if you must, but don’t you quit! 

 

Life is strange with its twists and turns, 

As everyone of us sometimes learns, 

And many a failure turns about, 

When he might have won, had he stuck it out. 

Don’t give up though the pace is slow, 

You might succeed with another blow. 

 

Success is failure turned inside out, 

The silver tint of the clouds of doubt, 

And you never can tell how close you are, 

It may be near when it seems so far. 

So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit, 

It’s when things seem worse when you must not quit! 

Anon 

Submitted by Una Ketteridge 

 

 

The Seasons 
 

Summer is my favourite time, 

With grass and leaves so fresh and green, 

When birds sing out the whole day long, 

And pretty flowers can be seen. 

 

When children laugh and play with glee, 

And people saunter by and say 

“How nice it is to see the sun” 

And always pass the time of day. 

 

There seems more time to do the things 

You leave aside when Winter’s here 

With longer nights and warmer days, 

Your life takes on a better cheer. 

More time to walk and talk with friends, 

And feel the sun soak in your skin, 

And make you wish t’would never end,  

Summer really is so short, and soon 

The leaves will start to fall, 

And when the snow lies on the ground, 

I can’t remember it at all, 

And then I waste my life away 

And wish the Summer back next day. 

Sheila Smith 


