
 

NEWSTAND  

Phew! And I mean that in a number of 

ways. Firstly because Iõve just managed to 

find the final piece (other than this editorõs 

free rein) to go into this monthõs edition of 

Newstand. Also, phew, due to the current 

heat and humidity ñ 17°C and 80% 

humidity, and thatõs at 10pm at night! 

Thereõs certainly going to be no need to 

look to foreign travel to get the good 

weather, although with this being Britain it 

could well turn wintery before the weekend!  

Iõm sure we are all looking forward to some 

form of holiday, whether thatõs in the form of 

a staycation, visiting all the marvellous 

places we have within an hourõs drive in 

Northumberland, Durham and Yorkshire, 

further afield within the UK or even overseas 

(or indeed on the seas!). We had a mini -

getaway last month in being able to get 

down to the Midlands to see my family for 

the first time since February 2020. It brought 

much joy, not only to be able to hug family 

members and to get out for walks with 

them, but also to speak in person to my 

father. His dementia has progressed 

somewhat, but he is still able to look after 

himself, with a bit of help. He spent most of 

our time together just reminiscing or bringing 

up other random intertwined subjects mixing 

up events and places and people. We are 

returning the hospitality in August when my 

Mum, Sister and Nephew will be visiting us, 

themselves glad to get away  

and really looking forward to paying many 

visits to the glorious Northumberland 

beaches to plodge through the waves. Let 

us just hope that current restrictions are 

lifted and we donõt have additional ones 

enforced!  

Whilst we are looking forward to their visit, 

we as a church also look forward, hopefully 

within a positive mindset, to our impending 

vacancy and the search for our new 

Minister. Please do check the informative 

Q&A from Andrew. Along with the usual 

Wednesday Prayers from the Hope 4 team, 

Val gives an update from WB Churches 

Together and also some great news from 

the WB Street Pastors. I hope you also like 

the articles from the wider Christian 

community obtained via the Association for 

Church Editors, Joan Blanchfieldõs memories 

of meeting Prince Philip and much more. 

Apologies to anyone who may have 

submitted anything thatõs not been 

included ñ I do try to include everything 

but sometimes copyright prevents that if I 

canõt manage to get permission from the 

author. That said, please do keep submitting 

your own memories, poems, stories and 

humorous pieces to give a good mix for 

everyone to enjoy.  

Take care everyone ñ God is with us!  

Tim  
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I would like to thank everyone who has sent cards, flowers and good wishes to me 

after  my recent, sudden, stay in hospital. Special thanks must go to Jenny Hooper 

who exceeded her duties as my bubble, and John Thorpe who took me to hospital 

without any delay.  I hope to see you all again soon.      Jean Jackson  

Activities Team update  

Poetry Evening  ð Carole Moore is once again kindly organising a Poetry Evening via 

Zoom on Wednesday 21st July at a slightly later time of 7.00 pm.  If you are interested 

please e -mail Carole Moore on: carolemoore49@btinternet.com and she will send 

you the Zoom link.  

Marmalade, chutney and jam �² Thanks to  Catriona Fenwick and Barbara Watson 

there is available at church a supply of marmalade (lemon or orange) plus apple 

chutney, gooseberry chutney and jams (gooseberry and elderberry, or rhubarb and 

ginger).  Purchases can be made after the Sunday service by coming back to the 

main door or delivery can be arranged for those not attending church.  (Tel. 252 

3319 or 07866 690604.) 

Helping Hands ð This scheme started some time ago as a fundraising idea and has 

generated a considerable amount of money over the years.  Recipients of jobs 

done, favours given, etc can give a donation through the Activities Team for church 

funds. Donations are still coming in and I have a supply of ôHelping Handsõ envelopes 

available on Sundays or I can deliver to anyone who would like one.  Just give me a 

call on 0191 252 3319.  

We remain hopeful that it wonõt be too long before we are able to meet face to 

face at social events but in the meantime stay safe and well.  

Ann Hammond  

Like many of us I watch òCall the Midwifeó on TV. Having worked in the NHS for much of 

my working life, I have been so impressed by the way the various topics and changes in 

the medical world have been tackled in the series based on the writings of Jennifer 

Worth, followed by Heidi Thomas.  

At the end of the last programme in the latest series, I listened to the words spoken by 

Vanesa Redgrave and, after running the words several times from the recording, I tried 

to find the quote.  

Having failed, I emailed the representative for Heidi Thomas to ask if they were her own 

words and, if so, could I used them in Newstand . 

Permission was given and so I offer these words to you. They are words that I believe 

speak volumes.  

Youõll find them on the back page.       Pat Wardle  


